h (.France, Belgium send troops to Zaire 


(APj — France and Belgium sent troops Friday to Kinshasa, 
'^v. Saire after rampaging soldiers killed the French ambassador in an attack 
. his embassy. At least 45 people were killed and 130 wounded in the 
liiiibu, one relief agency reported, Hundreds of foreigners sought refuge in 
Ifttjrmbassy compounds Friday, as troops loyal to President Mobutu Sese 
^"fcfco dashed with soldiers who backed a pro-democracy movement, 

( Chose killed included at least seven foreigners, according to doctors, 
diplomats and businessmen. Soldiers warned residents to stay off the 
street after 8 p.m. (1900 GMT), claiming a curfew had been ordered and 
nob tore would be shoe, said a businessman who requested anonymity. A 
''■'N.iinall contingent of French troops arrived by late afternoon, and the 


for new confrontation within the army." said Foreign Minister Willy Claes 
Vjof Belgium, the country that formerly ruled Zaire as a colony. Soldiers 
CVa , ‘revolted Thursday when they were paid in the five-million Zaire notes Mr. 
c <Mobum began printing recently (see page 8). 
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Sudan accused of impeding kala azar battle 

GENEVA (API — The Sudanese government is preventing relief workers 
reaching an estimated 400,000 people at risk from a killer epidemic in the 
south of the country. U.N. and aid officials said Friday. The charity 
Medecins Sans Fronueres (Doctors Without Borders) said it was unable to 
gain access to the worst affected areas in the western Upper Nile region, 
and feared the disease would spread as a result. An estimated 60 .000 
Sudanese have already died of the disease called leishmaniasis or 
kala-azar. which is spread by a parasite carried by sandflies, according to 
the organisation. Sudanese health officials have disputed the estimates- 
Sadeq Mahjoub, director of preventive medicine at the Ministry of 
Health, said Thursday there was no information to suggest the disease’ had 
reached epidemic proportions. Meanwhile, United Nations spokeswoman 
Therese Gas taut said a top U.N. relief official was in Sudan for talks with 
the government on improving access for aid organisations. Early last year 
Sudan's military government forced most private aid groups to withdraw 
from southern Sudan, the scene of a nine-year-old civil war. The break-up 
of the rebel movement and subsequent factional fighting has further 
increased problems for international relief efforts. 
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.? questioned on 
^irut arrest 

20SIA (AP) — Three Arab 
tents were being questioned 
' Jay in connection with the 
; st of a Cypriot man at Beirut 
: j art on charges of possession 
. explosives, authorities said. 

holas Syilouris. 24, a lawyer 
• r m Nicosia, was arrested Tues- 
■ minutes before boarding a 
. idle East Airlines (MEA) 
ht to Cyprus. Lebanese police , 
i they found a stick of dyna- ! 
e arid 100 grammes of the 1 
ilorive Semtex strapped to his i 
st. Two Lebanese investiga- , 
. ; were taking part in the inter- 
. ations of the students detained 
Cyprus police, the Cyprus 
ws Agency reported. No 
nes were disclosed. In Leba- 
l. military prosecutor Nasri 
lhoud said Wednesday that 
.. en other dynamite sticks were 
. covered in a tape recorder in 
. Syilouris' suitcase but no 
onator was found, indicating 
. Syilouris did not intend to 
w up the plane Tuesday. 

dnapped Iranian 
und murdered 

'ANBUL I AP) — The muti- 
rd body of a former Iranian 
ufity officer kidnapped last De- 
jj. ..nber has been found buried in 
: shallow grave near Istanbul, 
ss reports and police said Fri- 
■. The victim, former Iranian 
ny Captain Abbas Gholiz 2 de, 
•ortedly was a bodyguard of 
Shah of Iran, who was top- 
d in 1979 in an Islamic revolu- 
n. Capt. Gholizade. 45. work- 
for a Paris-based Iranian hu- 
in rights group and was 
ducted near his home in an 
anbul suburb by five bearded 
en speaking Farsi, his wife 
‘ ;hra told police the day of the 
dnapping. Police said. 'without 
iteration, that interrogation of 
xntly detained Iranian-backed 
erriUas led to the grave in 
-lardk. a summer resort on the 
ian coast of the Marmara Sea, 
3ut 45 kilometres southeast of 
■anbul. The arrest of the guer- 
as had not previously been 
sorted. 

emeni bootlegger 
xecuted in Riyadh 

JBAl (R) — A Yemeni man 
ivicted of brewing and distri- 
ting alcohol was executed in 
yadh Friday, the official Saudi 
Agency said. Quoting a 
: tement from the Saudi Interior 
Z‘- nistry. it said Abdul Wahid 
maud Al Jarashi was sent- 
to death after being expel- 
‘ from the country on six pre- 
us occasions for distributing 
oho! and drugs. Each time he 
umed to Saudi Arabia illegal- 
the statement said. 

3jik authorities 
tpose emergency 

ISHANBE. Tajikistan (AP) 
Tajikistan declared a state of 
ergency Friday along its bor- 
' with Afghanistan, according 
news reports. The former 
riet republic has been tom by 
il war for months and accuses 
imic militants in .Afghanistan 
aiding and arming its oppo* 
its. The decree bans virtually 
political activity, demonstra- 
ns. strikes and meetings, the 
« agency ITAR-TASS re- 
ted. It said the ban was im- 
■ed to "restore order and legal- 
ensurc security, end border 
. -Jaiiuns and smuggling, and dis- 
' i illegal armed units." Pro- 
emmenf forces ousted oppos i- 
\ Fighters from Dushanbe, the 
ital. at the end of Iasi year and 
e been slowly widening their 
d on the impoverished Central 
an nation. The government 
*«ed a state of emergency on 
capital shortly after ousting 
el forces. 

gerians kill 
o fundamentalists 

GlERS (R) — Algerian 
rity forces shot dead two 
Hm fundamentalists in a gun- 
inside a mosque on Wednes- 
ihc para-military gender- 
ed headquarters said. The 
iarmerie. quoted by the offi- 
news agency APS. said two 
tmen were wounded in a 
. tout in Bordj Bou Arreridj, 
kilometres southeast of 
„ -n, as the two fundamental- 
_..ned to flee the town. It said 
- men had just attacked a 
* ,-Ucr and stolen his vehicle, 
latest deaths brought to at 
. Z3 the number of Muslim 
ms killed this year. 


Israel seeks ways 
to stall U.N. action 






Combined agency dispatches 

PROSPECTS OF a compromise 
emerged Friday over tbe issue of 
the Palestinians expelled to Leba- 
non, as officials said Israel was 
reviewing the approximately 400 
cases again and that some evic- 
tees may be allowed to return. 

The move followed a high 
court ruling Thursday which up- 
held the Dec. 17 expulsions, 
throwing the ball back to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's govern- 
ment. 

Israel has refused to comply 
with U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799 calling for the men to 
be returned. The United States 
has also exerted pressure on 
Israel to resolve the issue. 

Israel argues that the evictees, 
now stranded in a tent camp in 
southern Lebanon, were ring- 
leaders behind a wave of attacks 
staged by Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad militants against Israeli 
targets in Israel and the occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Rabin said after Thurs- 
day's ruling that security officials 
would review the cases of all the 
evictees, even those who refused 
Israel's offer to appeal. 

Oded Ben- Ami. spokesman for 
the defence ministry also headed 
by Mr. Rabin, explained Friday 
that the review was part of the 
government's promise to the jus- 
tices in a written argument 
against the appeals hied by evic- 
tees' families and civil rights 
lawyers. 


‘if there are any more mistakes, 
we will stand up and say there was an 
error and we are returning the per- 
son." Mr. Ben Ami said. 

He said anomey general Yosef 
Harish had promised the review after 
justices asked him to explain how the 
government could be "sure there 
aren't any other mistakes" among the 
evictees. 

Israel has already admitted that 16 
of the 415 expelled were sent away in 
error. Fourt<*.-n of them have re- 
turned. 

Israeli newspapers and radio re- 
ports said Friday it was likely that 
dozens of evictees could be returned 
as a result of the new case review. No 
time estimate or figures were given. 

Mr. Ben-Ami said it was too soon 
to give figures. He said the review 
was not ordered to tone down inter- 
national criticism of the expulsions, 
but acknowledged the move could 
help Israel out or the diplomatic 
crisis. 

"Even if there is a way here” to 
resolve the crisis: Mr. Ben-Ami said. 
“That's not the reason. The review 
wasn't to save face but because of the 
promise 10 the high court." 

Earlier Friday Mr. Rabin's spokes- 
man in the prime ministry. Gad Ben- 
Ari. said: “It may be that after it is 
completed, we may bring some, 
perhaps dozens, back to Israel." lie 
would not elaborate. 

The review is separate from the 
advisoiy committees appointed in the 
wake of the court ruling to hear the 
cases of expellees who decide to 
appeal. So far none have filed 
appeals, maintaining Israel must re- 
verse the orders against all of them. 

Mr. Ben-Ami accused the evictees' 
spokesman. Gaza physician Abdul 

(Continued on page 5) 


Evictees 
shun appeal 
process 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinians expel- 
led by Israel refused Friday to 
meet an Israeli officer sent to 
receive their appeals of their ex- 
pulsion. 

“We don't have any intention 
to go to Zemraya because we 
don't like to give legitimacy to the 
Israeli court.” said Aziz Dweik. a 
spokesman for the expellees. 

“We will not go and we will not 
see any of the Israeli people.” 
said Mi. Dweik, a geography 
professor among almost 400 ex- 
iled Palestinians in a tent camp 
just north of Israel's self- 
proclaimed “security zone" in 
southeast Lebanon. 

Zemraya is a gateway on the 
northeastern edge of the zone. It 
has been blocked since Israel 
expelled the men six weeks ago. 

After Israel’s high court upheld 
the expulsion on Thursday. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin ; s office 
said an Israeli army officer would 
be sent to Zemraya Friday to 
receive petitions. 

Dr. Dweik stressed that the 
expellees “do not intend to give 
legitimacy to the Israeli court 
over the U.N. Security Council.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanians, Palestinians assail 
Israeli ruling, urge U.N. action 


By Sana’Atiyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians and 
Palestinians Friday condemned 
I an Israeli court verdict upholding 
expulsions of Palestinians and 
urged the U.N. Security Council 
to adopt punitive measures 
against the Jewish state. 

“The Israeli court decision is 
but another link in a series of 
unjust decisions taken by the 
Israeli occupation authorities 
which violate international law 
and the United Nations resolu- 
tions,” Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ben Shaker said in a state- 
ment Thursday. 

Sharif Zaid urged the Security 
Council to act promptly to ensure 
the implementation of Resolution 
799. which calls on Israel to re- 
verse its Dec. 17 expulsion of 
more than 400 Palestinians, and 
to force the Jewish state to comp- 
ly with the requirements of inter- 
national legitimacy. 

“The world organisation 
should adopt a single criteria in 


implementing Security Council 
resolutions and should find the 
right mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of the resolution on 
the evictees to ensure their repat- 
riation,” the prime minister 
added in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

In its ruling Thursday, the Israeli 
high court upheld the Israeli govern- 
ment's decision to expel 415 Palesti- 
nians to South Lebanon. The evictees 
have since then been stranded be- 
tween Lebanese and Israeli army 
lines. 

Israel says the expelled Palestinians 
are Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and Islamic Jihad activists. 
The two groups have been accused of 
killing six Israeli army soldiers and 
policemen. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has submitted a draft 
resolution to the Security Council to 
impose limited sanctions against 
Israel to force il to repatriate the 
expelled Palestinians. 

PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber Yasser Abed Rabbo has called for 
an urgent Security Council meeting to 
impose sanctions -on Israel. He has 
also called for an Arab meeting on 


the issue of the expulsions and called 
for an Arab boycott of the next round 
of multilateral tallies. 

PLO officials told the Jordan Times 
that the Israeli court decision further 
contributed to Palestinian rejection of 
participating in the next but ias-yet 
unscheduled round of bilateral peace 
talks with Israel. 

The PLO. with strong support from 
the Palestinian negotiators, insisted 
that their participation in the next 
round of talks depended on whether 
Israel decided to repatriate the expel- 
led Palestinians. Chief Palestinian 
negotiator Haidar Abdul Shaft has 
threatened to withdraw from die talks 
if Israel did not abide by Resolution 
799. 

Sharif Zaid has also said that the 
expulsion decision “adversely affects 
the Middle East peace process and 
disrupts efforts being made to bring 
about a just and comprehensive peace 
to the region.” 

But Palestinian analysts said that it 
was unlikely that Israd would accept 
Resolution 799. which would set a 
precedent whereby the Jewish stale 
would be obliged to abide by all other 
resolutions concerning the Palestinian 
issue. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq willing to reveal suppliers 
in arms development, U.N. says 


MANAMA (Agencies) — Iraq 
has finally agreed to discuss the 
key question of the suppliers of 
its big arms programmes, a U.N. 
weapons inspector said Friday. 

Baghdad's refusal till now to 
say who supplied what for its 
programmes has been a major 
obstacle to the lifting of U.N. 
sanctions, including the ban on 
unlimited exports of Iraqi oil. 

It had already expressed a wil- 
lingness in December to talk -ab- 
out the suppliers for its nuclear 
programme but U.N. inspector 
Nikita Smidovitch said the Iraqis 
told him this would now apply to 
chemical, biological and ballistic 
weapons. 

“They indicated their willing- 
ness to discuss the issue." Mr. 
Smidovitch told reporters after 
his return from a five-day visit to 
Iraq at the head of a U.N. 
weapons team. 

“It s a change of attitude, be- 
cause in their previous position 
they were very firm that they 
would not provide the lists (of 
suppliers). 

“Now I would say they indi- 
cated at least some kind of wil- 
lingness to discuss the issue. It 
doesn't mean that they will pro- 
vide the information but they at 
least say we can discuss it.” 


Mr. Smidovitch said the Iraqis 
have yet to accept Resolution 715 
and others which cover long-term 
monitoring to ensure it does not 
develop a nuclear bomb or revive 
its chemical, biological or long- 
range missile programmes. 

But the Iraqi attitude is diffe- 
rent now from in December in 
the last weeks of the Bush admi- 
nistration. 

On Dec. 14. at the end of Ihe 
last full U.N. inspection visit, 
inspector Johan Santesson voiced 
extreme dissatisfaction with 
Iraq's answers. 

He was quoted in a U.N. 
memorandum as saying Iraqi 
General Amer Rashid told him 
he would “break the backs” of 
any Iraqi who gave anything 
more than technical answers to 
U.N. queries. 

Mr. Smidovitch said Gen. 
Amer told him during his visit 
that he had been misquoted. 

And Mr. Smidovitch said be- 
fore leaving Baghdad that the 
weapons inspections were back 
on track despite Iraq's failure so 
far to provide details of its arms 
supplier (see page 2). 

Iraq had' banned U.N. flights 
earlier this month but reversed its. 
position when Bill Clinton be- 
came U.S. president, declaring 


also a ceasefire in the southern 
and northern Iraqi “no fly” zones 
decreed by Western allies con- 
fronting Baghdad. 

The ostensible purpose of Mr. 
Smidovitch 's visit was to begin a 
programme of monitoring an Ira- 
qi missile centre 20 kilometres 
north of Baghdad. 

Mr. Smidovitch said Iraq, 
which in the past has shown a 
talent for extending the range of 
imported systems, was develop- 
ing a new generation of home- 
grown missiles with a range of 
less than 150 kilometres. . 

This is permitted under Gulf 
war ceasefire terms but the Un- 
ited Nations wants to establish a 
long-term presence to make sure 
Iraq does not convert this inro 
long-range missiles — the kinds 
that threatened neighbouring 
countries during the war. 

“The new missile programme 
of Iraq, after the war, is just 
taking shape," said Mr. Smido- 
vitch, who is Russian. 

He left behind two Russian and 
rwo U.S. inspectors to monitor 
the facility. 

He told reporters here the 
. name of the base was not Ben Al 
Haythem, as some reports have 
said. He refused to give the cor- 
rect name. 
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A Palestinian evictee leads a donkey loaded with empty gas cylinders to tbe nearest Lebanese tillage 
(AFP photo) 

Donors pledge $380m to help 
Jordan’s balance of payment 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Donor countries 
have pledged S380 million in aid 
to Jordan in a move seen not only 
as a reaffirmation of international 
understanding of Jordan's efforts 
to improve its economy but also 
as appreciation of the Kingdom's 
commitment to democracy and its 
positive contribution to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

A statement issued in Paris by 
the World Bank, which organised 
a two-day meeting between Jor- 
dan and 24 donor countries and 
international agencies, said the 
gathering had promised $380 mil- 
lion to the Kingdom to help it 
close a gap in its balance of 
payments in 1993. 

The statement, reported by 
news agencies, djd not provide 
any split-up of-' the amount 
pledged or whether it included 
assistance to development pro- 
jects or export credits. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh. Planning Minister Ziad 
Fariz, Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Deputy Governor Michel 
Marto and several other senior 
officials represented Jordan in 
the day meeting which began 


Thursday. 

Addressing a press conference 
in Paris. Mr. Fariz described the 
outcome of the meeting as “an 
appreciation of our role in the 
Middle East at large ... of our 
role in the peace process." 

Furthermore, the donors were 
also expressing their support for 
the democrarisarion process 
under way in Jordan in line with 
their efforts to link assistance 
more closely to democracy and 
respect for human rights as well 
as sound economic policies, he 
said. 

"Of all governments in the 
region, Jordan has a track record 
— of those governments in the 
process of democratising their 
countries — of having a very 
strong economic team." an inter- 
national official who attended the 
meeting was quoted as saying by 
Reuters. 

The official was also quoted as 
saying that Jordan was seen as a 
special case by the West because of 
the Kingdom's special role in the 
Arab-lsraeli peace talks and that Jor- 
dan had also not been “penalised" Tor 
what was perceived as its support for 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 

The cut-off in Arab assistance to 
Jordan in the wake of the Gulf crisis, 
according to the official, was 
"perhaps ... a salutory shock for 


Jordan. There was a recognition lhat 
they could rely continuously on sup- 
port from the outside at that level." 

Ram Kumar Chopra, head of the 
World Bank's Middle East and North 
Africa Department who chaired the 
Paris meeting, said that there was 
unanimous agreement among partici- 
pants that Jordan was implementing 
the right kind of economic and 
structural adjustment policies. 

Mr. Chopra also noted that Jordan 
continued to receive aid from non- 
Arab donors and the World Bank 
itself throughout the Gulf crisis. He 
said the Paris pledges completed Jor- 
dan’s funding requirements for (993. 
The Kingdom is expected to seek a 
similar amount for 1994. 

Mr. Chopra did not give details or 
the pledges made by donors, but 
indicated lhat Germany, the United 
States and the Arab Monetary Fund 
as well as the European Community 
would make substantial contribu- 
tions. 

Diplomat? in Amman said earlier 
that part of the assistance could come 
in export credits and financing for 
essential projects. Such aid would 
allow Jordan to use foreign exchange 
available with the Kingdom to adjust 
the balance of payments, they noted. 

The promised S3HU million come 
over and above the JD 2 S9 million 
($419 million) in foreign loans and 
JD 150 million ($21ft million) in 


(Continued on page 5) 


Nusseibeh 
slams U.N. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A Palestinian- leader blasted 
the United Nations Friday for 
failing to bring back hundreds of 
expellees and said he doubted the 
world body would act to force 
Israel to allow the men back. 

Sari Nusseibeh. director of re- 
search for Palestinian peace 
negotiators, spoke to reporters 
after officials at the U.N. Truce 
Supervision Organisation fUN- 
TSO) headquarters refused to 
meet him to receive a letter 
addressed to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

"We do not expect anything 
positive from them (the U.N.) at 
ail. They deal in double stan- 
dards. They do not support jus- 
tice. They buck the strong against 
the weak. They behave as a tool 
for powerful states, especially the 
United States." Mr. Nusseibeh 
said. 

“We have seen them acting in 
areas where the interests of those 
states have required them to act. 
And we have seer them unable to 
bring back people uprooted from 
their land, homeland and from 
the midst of their families." said 
Dr. Nusseibeh, who was accom- 
panied by some 50 relatives of the 
evictees. 

There was 3 scuffle between 
the Palestinians and Israeli police 
who barred the group from 
reaching the UNTSO gate. 

The United Nations conde- 
mned the expulsion and deman- 
ded the men be returned. Israel 
refused. On Thursday, the Israeli 
high court rejected appeals 
against the expulsions. 

Dr. Nusseibeh said UNTSO 
officials asked him to leave the 
letter at the door, refusing to 
invite him inside to hand it over. 
He refused. 

Dr. Ghali earlier this week 
recommended the Security Coun- 
cil adopt whatever measures 
necessary to get the men home. 

The head of Germany's Jewish 
community Friday criticised the 
expulsion and called it an over- 
reaction that threatened to derail 
Middle East peace talks. 

Ignaz Bubis. chairman of the 
Central Council of Jews in Ger- 
many. said hardline Palestinians 
had hoped to wreck the peace 
talks with attacks last year on 
Israeli soldiers. 

"But there is always the ques- 
tion of reaction or overreact ion. I 
personally considered the de- 
portation an overreaction.’’ he 
said on German radio. 


5 Israeli Arafat, Yael Dayan meet in Tunis 


1 soldiers 
wounded 

i 

in clashes 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops and 
allied militiamen clashed with 
Lebanese resistance for a second 
straight day in South Lebanon 
Friday. Security sources said five 
Israeli soldiers and a Lebanese 
villager were wounded. 

Mortars, machine-guns and 
helicopter gunships were used in 
the fighting that erupted at 2:45, 
p.m. (1245 GMT), pitting Israeli 
troops and South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen against fighters 
of Hizbollah. the sources said. 

They said the Israelis called in 
two Cobra attack helicopters to 
strafe the woods between the 
southern market town of N3ba- 
tiyeh and the village of Arabsalim 
during the fighting. 

The strafed area, a Hizbollah 
stronghold, also was pounded by 
artillery and tank Fire. The 
sources sard Lebanese villager 
Ahmad Farhat. 60. of Arabsalim. 
was wounded in the shelling. 

All five Israelis were wounded 
near the village of Sojoud and 
Deir Al GozJan inside a “security 
zone” Israel occupies in South 
Lebanon, the sources said. 

They said one seriously wound- 
ed soldier was evacuated by heli- 
copter to kamban hospital in the 
northern port city of Haifa. The 
minor wounds of the rest were 
treated at Marjayoun hospital. 

Marjayoun is the provincial 
capital of the zone which Israel 
carved out in 1985. It covers 
(1,100 square kilometres from the 
Mediterranean coast 80 
kilometres inland to the foothills 
of Mount Hermon. 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Yael Day- 
an. an Israeli parliament member 
and daughter of the late Israeli 
defence minister Moshe Dayan, 
held talks Friday with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Both Mr. Arafat and Ms. Day- 
an declined to comment following 
the meeting, which was held at 
PLO Ambassador Hakam 
Balaawi's residence. They said 
they would hold a joint press 
conference later. 

Mr. Arafat flew in from Libya 
for the meeting. He was whisked 
to the meeting from his Tunis 
headquarters accompanied by 
senior PLO members and Palesti- 
nians from the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Earlier. Ms. Dayan had sepa- 
rate meetings with PLO Execu- 


tive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas. Ambassador 
Balaawi, who is a member of the 
Fateh Central Committee, and 
Faisal Husscini. consultant for 
the Palestinian team to the Arab- 
lsraeli peace negotiations. 

Ms. Dayan. 51 . was the second 
Israeli to arrive in Tunis since the 
Knesset lifted a seven-year ban 
on contacts with PLO officials. 
She flew in from Paris Thursday, 
accompanied by several Israeli 
journalists who were making 
their first visit to Tunisia. 

Before the meeting with Mr. 
Arafat. Ms. Dayan, known for 
her activity in the left wing of 
Israel's Labour Party, toured 
.Tunis’ old city, visited a Jewish 
synagogue and met with Tunisian 
Jewish leaders. 

In an interview with Israel Radio ear- 


lier Friday. Ms. Dayan rejected 
what she called “paranoia” in the 
Jewish state over her expected 
meeting with Mr. Arafat. 

The radio quoted Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin as sating her 
trip was "a disgrace to the Labour 
Party" to which they both belong. 

Israel army radio said Tzahi 
Hanegbi. a member of the main 
opposition hardline Likud Party, 
called for Ms. Dayan to lose her 
seat on the parliament's foreign 
affairs and defence committee. 

"I'm not occupied with any 
negotiations. I am hearing more 
than 1 am heard ... why all this 
paranoia? Why not sit and talk 
and listen and discuss practical 
things," Ms. Dayan told the 
radio. 

She told the radio she had been 
(Continued on page 5) 


Croats face dam catastrophe 


PERUCA DAM. Croatia (AP) 
— Water sprouted from the base 
of a vital hydroelectric dam Fri- 
day after Serb forces fleeing a 
Croatin offensive detonated 
mines in the structure. 

The Croatian presidency 
appealing for calm but said ex- 
perts at the site believed there 
was a "realistic danger" that wa- 
ter pressure could cause the dam 
to cave in further. 

Croats captured the srrategic 
dam in southern Croatia late 
Thursday after rebel Serbs had 
forced about 80 U.N. peacekeep- 
ers to abandon their posts 

The dam. deep in territory 
seized by Serbs in Croatia's 1991 
civil war. is the Croat’s most 
important gain since they laun- 
ched an offensive a week ago. 
Other military victories include 
recapturing a key airport and 


bridge linking northern and 
southern Croatia. 

The Croatian offensive has 
prompted the United Nations to 
threaten the withdrawal of 
thousands of peacekeepers pre- 
serving an uneasy year-old truce, 
a move that could unleash all-out 
war across a wide swath of the 
Balkans. 

• Two of the craters apparently 
left by retreating Serbs yawned in 
the road atop the Peruca Dam. a 
60-metre-high structure running 
about 300 metres across the Ceti- 
na River north of the Adriatic 
port of Split. 

A walkway across one overspill 
had been blasted away, and an 
adjacent control tower appeared 
heavily shelled. 

A third crater was in the 20- 
metre thick structure, but there 
was no warer leaking there. In- 


stead. water sprouted as if from a 
natural spring from the dam's 

base. 

The Serbs were rumoured to 
have laced the dam with as many 
as 10.000 mines. 

The dam has not produced 
power for months, since taking 
heavy damage early in the 
Croatia's civil war. But water 
keeps thundering through its 
overspills and at least one open 
sluice gate for power stations 
downstream. 

Croatian authorities could not 
immediately estimate the threat 
to thousands of people and fertile 
farmland below the dam. Some 
Croatian villages are immediately 
downstream, but many have been 
deserted since the war. The 
nearest town, some 15 kilometres 
downstream, is Sinj. with a 
population of 60,000. 


U.N. weapon inspections 
back on track in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.N. 
weapons inspections are back on 
track following Iraq's latest stan- 
doff with the Security Council but 
the Iraqi government still have 
more to do, a U.N. missile expert 
said Friday. 

Nikita Smidovitch, leaving 
Baghdad for Bahrain, said the 
U.N. was still waiting for Iraq to 
provide details of its arms sup- 
pliers and further documentary 
evidence on its weapons prog- 
rammes and to accept provisions 
for long-term monitoring. 

State media meanwhile re- 
ported that President Saddam 
Hussein had held his seventh 
meeting in five days with his 
officer corps Friday. There has 
been no official explanation of 
the meetings, which have mostly 
featured air force and air deferice 
officers. 

Mr. Smidovitch, one of the 
leaders of the first U.N. inspec- 
tions of the Clinton presidency, 
said Iraq was once again cooper- 
ating after banning all United 
Nations flights. “I think that we 
have reestablished the inspection 
process and have started what 
was supposed to be continuing 
over those days,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Smidovitch. a Russian, 
said his team had begun a prog- 
ramme of monitoring at an Iraqi 
missile centre north of Baghdad. 

“By that we hope to achieve at 
least the interim monitoring of 
the facility which we estimate to 
be the prime missile research and 
development factory in Iraq at 
this moment.” 

The Security Counii's Gulf war 
ceasefire terms, spelt out in Re- 
solution 687, order the elimina- 
tion of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction — including all mis- 
siles with a a range of more than 
130 kilometres. 

Iraq has accepted the ceasefire 
resolution but is resisting Resoluh, 
tion 7IS and others covering 
checks to ensure it does not de- 


velop a nuclear bomb or revive its 
chemical, biological or kmger- 
range missile programmes. 

Mr. Smidovitch said Iraq, 
which in the past has shown a 
talent for extending the range of 
imported missile systems, was de* 
vetoping a new generation of 
permitted home-grown missiles 
with a range of less than 130 
kilometres. 

“The new missile programme 
of Iraq, after the war, is just 
taking shape,” he said. 

Under Resolution 715, which 
Iraq rejects as infringing its 
sovereignty, it must notify the 
U.N. of any programme to build 
missiles with a range of more than 
SO kilometres. 

Mr. Smidovitch said that it was 
difficult to keep a check on 'this. 
“In other areas it's a zero solu- 
tion. lust ban chemical, bkriogic- 
al and nuclear weapons, with 
missiles, sometimes it's very diffi- 
cult to judge.” 

He left behind four inspectors 
to monitor developments at the 
centre, which he declined to iden- 
tify. 

Iraq, its economy in a sham- 
bles. is keen to shake off the 
U.N. trade blockade imposed af- 
ter its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

After four days of U.S.-led air 
and missile strikes in the final 
days of the Bush administration, 
it declared a goodwill ceasefire 
for President Bill Clinton's Jan. 
20 inauguration and called for 
dialogue. 

But the United States, Britain 
and France, which launched the 
attacks on Jan. 13 after die Secur- 
ity Council accused Iraq of flout- 
ing its resolutions, are insisting on 
full compliance with all Gulf crisis 
resolutions. 

“Clearly without acknowledg- 
ing (Resolution 715) there will be 
no Jifting of sanctions,” Mr. Smi- 
dovitch said. 

Apart from long-term monitor- 


ing die U.N. special commission 
enforcing the resolutions has two 
main demands — lists of foreign 
suppliers and documents backing 
up Iraq's verbal submissions on 
what has happened to its banned 
weapons. 

Nuclear expert Maurizio Zif- 
ferero, who remained in Bagh- 
dad. said late Thursday that Iraq 
was cooperating with his mission 
but he too is working on long- 
term, monitoring and pressing for 
names of foreign suppliers. 

Mr. Smidovitch said Iraq bad 
not provided such names. “Up to 
now they refuse to provide in- 
formation on suppliers in all 
areas, across the board.** 

Iraq says it is meeting its 
obligations under the ceasefire 
resolution. 

Iraqi officials, in private, ex- 
press frustration with the inspec- 
tions saying that whatever details 
they provide the inspectors al- 
ways come back demanding 
more. 

Mr. Smidovitch said part of the 
problem was that in the past Iraq 
bad deliberately tried to mislead 
the commission. 

“Unfortunately Iraq ... was 
actively misleading the commis- 
sion. A campaign of disin fo nna- 
tion by their orm admission. That 
undermined the trust,” he said. 

President Saddam has had 
seven highly publicised meetings 
in five days with military officers, 
particularly from the air force. 

The reason for the meetings, 
whether morale boosting or oper- 
ational planning, was riot im- 
mediately dear. 

State television's main evening 
news Thursday, once again fea- 
tured the Iraqi president at the 
bead of two long tables flanked 
by dozens of blue-uniformed 
junior air force officers. 

Both the television and the 
ruling Baath Party newspaper. Ai 
Thawra, the only newspaper pub- 
fished Friday, reported the meet- 
ing without comment. 
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Aziz says France lost out on ties 

PARIS fRI — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Am sadm an 
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ceasefire 

Pal e s t inian evictees display an Israeli signboard they found near their test camp in South Lebanon. 

vate, ex- The signboard says: “Danger mines*' (AFP photo) 
ie inspec- 
er details 

— * U.S. still opposes U.N. debate 
m on Palestinian expellee crisis 


Freed Siad Barre loyalists 
pledge Somalia’s unity 


MOGADISHU (AP) — General 
Mohammad Farrell Aideed, one 
of Somlia's main warlords. Friday 
announced the release of nearly 
400 soldiers of the country's for- 
mer dictator. The former prison- 
ers said they were not mistreated 
and pledged to work for Somali 
unity. 

In a brief ceremony at the 
headquarters of the once-feared 
criminal investigation division of 
the former national police. Gen. 
Aideed said the release of 387 
soldiers was a gesture of national 
reconciliation. 

"We believe they (the prison- 
ers) will carry this message to 
their families and to the nation 
and the response will be posi- 
tive.” he added. 

The soldiers were captured last 
April when dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre, who had been chased 
from Mogadishu 14 months ear- 
lier. tried to recapture the capital. 

His forces, under the command 
of a son-in-law, Gen. Mohammad 
Said Hirsi. known as Gen. Mor- 
gan. advanced to within 45 
kilometres of Mogadishu before 
being pushed back. 

Gen. Aideed's forces chased 
the Siad Barre loyalists all the 
way west to the Kenya bolder in 
less than a week. 

Mr. Siad Barre crossed into 
Kenya and was granted tempor- 
ary asylum before going into exile 
in Nigeria. Gen. Morgan has 
continued to fight in central and 
southern Somalia ever since. 

Twenty-two captured officers 
were present at the ceremony and 
all appeared to be in good health 
despite their 10 months of captiv- 
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“We were absolutely not mis- 
treated at all," said Colonel Has- 
san Musa Farrah, 36. 

. Asked what he would do upon 
his release, he said: “I tthink my 
role will be to help stabilise 
Somalia. We are all Somalis, all' 
brothers.” 

Gen. Aideed reiterated his 
pledge to abide by a ceasefire 
agreed to among the shattered 
country's 14 warring factions at a 
Jan. 15 meeting in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

He accused Gen. Morgan of 
continuing violations, despite the 
fact that Gen. Morgan’s main 
force was attacked Last week by 
American and Belgian forces 
when it refused to halt an adv- 
ance towards the southern poif of 
Kismayu. U.S. Marine helicop- 
ters and Belgian armoured vehi- 
cles destroyed much of Gen. 
Morgan’s column and scattered 
the rest. 

U.S. special envoy Robert 
Oakley called the release “a good 
humanitarian action.” 

Mr. Oakley said he and the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross had each been urging 
Gen. Aideed to release the offic- 
ers and enlisted men. 

The foreign forces are in the 
country to help secure food and 
aid distribution to Somalis left 
starving by civil war and drought 
which has killed 350,000. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
Gen. Aideed strode to where the 
22 captive officers were sitting 
and repeated his message of re- 
conciliation. 

"We are going to gel a new 
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Somalia," he told the men, “a 
Somalia where every one of ns 
can go everywhere in the country 
and can live wherever we want to 
live. 

“We want all the Somali peo- 
ple to live m unity, justice and 
friendship and forget what has 
happened. This is the best solu- 
tion.” 

At the dose of Gen. Aideed's 
talk to them, the former captives 
raised their right arms and joined 
him in a shout of “Long live 
Somalia." 

Marine wounds teen ag er 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States still opposes 
bolding another U.N. Security 
Council debate on the fate of 
some 400 Palestinians expelled by 
Israel, the State Department said 
Thursday. 

Spokesman Richard Boucher 
sard Washington wanted to give 
diplomacy more time to solve the 
problem, even after Israel's high 
court ruled that the expulsions 
were legal. 

“We’re in the process of con-* 
suiting with the Israeli govern- 
ment on next steps, which can 
resolve the issue. We’re also con- 
tacting other interested parties at 
the U.N. and in the region, and 
that’s about all we have to say for 
the moment,” Mr. Boucher said. ' 

Diplomats said the U.S. 
ambassador to Tel Aviv, William 
Harrop, met Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin Thursday. 
They did not know what emerged 
from the meeting. 

Mr. Boucher declined to react 
to the court decision which up- 
held the Dec. 17 expulsions of 
415 Palestinians from the occu- 
pied territories on the grounds . 
that they were suspected of be- 
longing to radical Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups responsible 
for killing Israeli .soldiers. 


“I don't set an agenda for 
foreign snpreme court . in any way. 
I don’t think it's for me to com- 
ment on their decision,” said Mr. 
Boucher. . 

"We want to pursue this diplo- 
matically. Those diplomatic 
efforts have to be given a diaww 
to succeed. We don’t think h's 
time for a debate in the Security 
Council on sanctions,*' Mr. 
Boucher said. 

Arab states are preparing a 
U.N. resolution imposing limited 
sanctions on Israel for its refusal 
to return the evictees. A few were 
returned to Israel last weekend 
but 396 are still stranded on an 
exposed hillside in South Leba- 
non, between Israeli and 
Lebanese lines. 

The United States has not used 
its veto in the Security Council 
for almost three years and would 
prefer not to use it now. But if 
-pushed to the wall, most analysts 
believe it would veto a sanctions 
resolution against Israel. 

Mr. Boucher said Thursday a, 
satisfactory resolution, would be 
“in accordance with U.N. Secur- 
ity .Council resolutions as well as 
the needs of the parties.” -The 
Security Council has called on 
Israel to allow the evictees to 
return. The United States voted 


Jordanians, Palestinians urge action 


A U.S. Marine shot and 
wounded a Somali teenager 
Wednesday night at a checkpoint 
in Mogadishu after the teenager 
stole a pistol from a Marine and 
levelled it at the trooper, a milit- 
ary spokesman said. 

Army Major Ken Roberts said 
the teenager grabbed the pistol 
from a Marine riding in the back 
of a vehicle and pointed it at die 
Marine. 

“He was told to put it down." 
said Maj. Roberts. “He refused.” 

Maj. Roberts said die teenager 
was shot in the leg and was taken 
to an army hospital at Mogadishu 
airport. 

In another incident Wednesday 
night, an American soldier driv- 
ing his vehicle near the airport 
was hit in the face with a brick 
and required 15 stitches.. Maj. 
Roberts said. 

U.S. servicemen have been die 
target of Somalia, mainly young 
people, who taunt them and try 
to steal from them. 


(Continued from page I) 

“There might still be a way out for 
the Israelis to repatriate the evictees 
before the next round of talks without 
directly abiding by the U.N. resolu- 
tion,” a Palestinian analyst dose to 
the PLO told the Jordan Times. He 
noted that the next round of bilateral 
talks will probably take place after 
March, giving the Jewish stare 
enough time for a "face-saving” solu- 
tion to the crisis. 

A PLO spokesman was quoted 
Thursday by the Palestinian News 
Agency WAFA as saying that the 
organisation was conducting intense 
contacts to ensure Israel's compliance 
with Resolution 799 by “taking the 
necessary measures committing Israel 
to comply." 

The Security Council is expected to 
debate the expulsion issue on Mon- 
day. While Israel expects the U.S. to 
veto any resolution imposing sanc- 
tions the Jewish state, reports 

from Washington indicate discomfort 
with Israel's decision. Washington 
has uiged “diplomatic efforts” to end 
the expulsion crisis, but the U.S. has 
fallen short of threatening to veto 
such a resolution which has gathered 
support from all other members of 
the coundl. 

Arab countries have urged die 
Security Coundl to apply an even- 
handed approach in implementing its 
resolutions at a time When the West 
used force against Iraq to enforce 
U.N. resolutions. 

In a statement to Petra. Jordan's 
U.N. Ambassador Adnan Abu Odeh 
said the international body should 
apply an even-handed approach in 
implementing its resolutions. 

"Selectivity in applying the resolu- 


tions has become a problem many are 
discussing, including the U.N. 
secretary -general.” Mr. Abu Odeh 
said. “While we see some resolutions 
being implemented by force in one 
country, we see other resolutions 
resting without disturbance in the 
drawers of the U.N..” 

The speaker of the Palestine 
National Coundl (PNC), Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid AI Sayeh, told Petra 
that unless the Security Coundl 
forces Israel to abide by Resolution 
799, the “countries and peoples of the 
region and the world would lose 
confidence in the Security Coundl.” 
In a report submitted to the Secur- 
ity Council last week. U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
urged the international body to take 
further measures to ensure Israel's 
compliance with Resolution 799. 

Mr. Abu Odeh described the 
Israeli court decision as a “political 
decision, and not based on justice.” 
He said the decision "contradicted 411 
those who had illusions and held 
hopes in the justice of Israeli courts 
towards the Palestinians.” 

Mr. Abu Odeh stressed that Secur- 
ity Coundl resolutions were not 
issued to suit single countries, but 
were based on the principles of the 
U.N. 

Hamas spokesman Mohammad 
Nazzal told (he Jordan Times that the 
Israeli court decision on the "legal- 
ity'' of the expulsions was expected. 

“We were not betting on a positive 
Israeli court decision," Mr. Nazzal 
said. “And we would not accept any 
sort of compromise which would 
legitimise expulsions of Palestinians 
from their homes.” 

In another statement faxed to the 


in favour of that resolution. 

“We're in the process of con- 
sulting with the Israeli govern- 
ment on next steps which can 
resolve the issue,’’ the spokesman 
told questioners. “We’re also 
contacting other interested par- 
ties at the U.N. and in the re- 
gion.” 

Mr. Boucher noted there were 
references to the evictees during 
an informal Security Council 
meeting Jan £27 in the context of 
discussion of the regular semi- 
annual renewal *of the mandate 
for the U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

Responding to questions, foe 
spokesman reiterated the U.S. 
view that bilateral peace talks 
between Israel, ana its Arab' 
neighbours — Syria, Lebanon, 
and Jordan, as well as with foe 
Palestinians — are important to 
the reigon and to the parties that 
are involved in them. Hie United 
States has told all foe parties 
publicly and privately that foe 
peace talks should continue, he 
said. 

American officials have been 
discussing, a resumption - of the 
peace talks with foe parties, Mr. 
Boucher said, but have not yet 
suggested specific dates for the 
next round of bilateral talks. 


Jordan Times, Hamas called on the 
S-curity Council to "say its word with 
honesty and darity.” 

“Any measly resolution from die 
Security Gouncfl will mean submis- 
sion to the racist entity and a collapse 
of all calls for democracy and human' 
rights,’ Hamas stated. The movement 
also insisted that Israel repatriate all 
the expellees immediately. 

. Palestinian spokeswoman at the 
Mideast peace talks Han an Ashrawi 
said she was not surprised by the 
court verdict that " Palestinians never 
expected to get justice from -the 
Israeli judicial system." she said. 

Upper House Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi was quoted by Petra as saying 
that Israeli court decision was in line 
with the “illegal Zionist policies 
based on usurping Palestinian Arab 
land and emptying it of its people 
through killings and evictions.” Mr. 
Lawzi added that it was now up to the 
international community and world 
organisations to force its will on 
Israel. 

Lower House Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabtyai. describing the Israeli court 
decision as a “new judicial crime,” 
also said that the Jewish state's mea- 
sure was an expression of the “truth 
of the occupation and its objectives.” 

PNC member Ibrahim Abu Ayyash 
called on the international commun- 
ity to take “serious measures” against 
Israel. 

“Which party decides legality?” 
asked Mr. Abu Ayyash m an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times. "The 
Israeli court or International legality? 
It is high time for the world to act 
against Israel if it wants its resolutions 
implemented. ” 

Mr. Abu Ayyash said the Security 
Council should at least impose a 
deadline for Israel to abide by resolu- 
tion 799- 
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interview published Friday mat mm 

with foe United States dnnhg andsinee 

businessman or diplomat. France had a tot ofadWH im I Iraq 

before... it was an important actor m the regitm. 

French newspaper Lc Figaro. "Has 

tages by taking a hostile position towards ns smoc then? My answer 
bthat it has suffered a great loss both pohttcafiy and c ocmoga al 
ly ” be said. France was a major supplier of mihtM^wpm^and 
civilian goods to Iraq from the early 1970s but Baghdad waaheavity- 
in debt to Paris for unpaid purchases in foe 
preceding the invasion of Knwait m August 1990. A U-N* trade 
embargo has been in force against Iraq since the invasion, reversed 
by U.iL-led forces iu foe 1991 Gulf war. Mr. Aziz said Western 
policies intended to waken Iraq had “led to a grave_ region 
imbalance." “The Gulf is no safer today than it was before 1990. 
Iraq is an important regional power and to weaken r it .poly 
complicates things.” Asked about relations with th e new US. 
administration, be said: "The ball is in the American camp. y. we 
are ready to talk (to the U.S.) in a professional and objective 
fashion.” 

Turkey rejects Iraq’s call on new dam -.- - 

ANKARA (AP) —Turkey said Thursday that it will go ahead with 
plans to build a fourth dam on foe Euphrates River despite Iraqi 
I opposition. Access to water is of vital concern in this pkr ebed 
region and Iraq complained earlier this week that the construction , 
of the Birecik dam near the border with Syria would decrtase watcr. 
flow beyond mutually deckled levels. Iraq asked Turkey a nd “Sy ria 
to attend a joint meeting to discuss the issue. Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Filiz Dinctnen said Turkey would, cover the needs of 
its neighbours in accordance with' the international norms but 
would continue to use the crossborder rivers for its own needs 
and build the dam. The Birecik dam is to be completed at foe end 
of 1998. 

Belgium's Claes may meet Arafat in Februmy 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes niay hold 
talks with Palestine leader Yasser Arafat in Tunis next month, a 
ministry spokesman said Wednesday. Belgium takes over the 
rotating European Community (EC) presidency in July and a 
meeting with the Palestine Liberation Organisation chairman was. 
in the context of Belgium's EC role, the spokesman told Reuters. 
The foreign minister is also scheduled to meet Tunisian President 
25 Be AI Abidine Ben Aii during his visit to Tunisia from Feb. 6-8. 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres is due to arrive in Brussels 
Sunday and is scheduled to meet EC foreign ministers on Monday. 

6 dead, 15 hurt in Cairo building collapse 

CAIRO (R) — die death toll after a six-storey building collapsed in 
the Heliopolis district of Cairo rose to six and 15 were injured, \ 
Egyptian newspapers said Friday. Rescue teams worked overnight 
to rescue people from beneath the rubble of the building which 
crumbled Thursday. Security sources said seven people were, 
believed still trapped. Many poor-quality and . ill-constructed 
buildings have collapsed in Cairo since an earthquake hit Egypt last 
year, killing more than 550 people. Residents said an engineering 
team, which had checked the building after the earthquake, found 
it had been weakened and recommended It be evacua t ed. 

Israeli soldiers may be tried for grenade incident 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israefi soldier will be tried for attempting 
to disperse a television news team Thursday with a stun grenade, 
the army said. The Israel television crew wa& interviewing' residents 
of Hebron in die occupied West Bank on the results of thesuprcme 
court upholding Israel's expulsion of over 400 Palestinians when 
the stun bomb struck, causing panic. An investigation showed foe, 
soldier had tossed the grenade on his own initiative, an. army 
statement said. It said foe circumstances did not warrant the use of 
the grenade. No-one was injured. Stun grenades' are not lethal and 
are usually used for shock effect. The army statement said that a 
local army commander had asked foe crew to move as it we 
blocking traffic on Hebron's main thoroughfare by attracting 
dozens of onlookers. It was when the crew did not move that foe 
soldier tossed tiie grenade, it said. But tire TV broadcast showed no 
more than a dozen onlookers and free-moving traffic. Israel TV 
reporter Amir Hai said he had coordinated tire interviews with foe 
local army commander. 

Tribe mediates to free hostage in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — A second major Yemeni tribe is leading 
mediation efforts for release of a German -born Canadian business- 
man held hostage by another, security sources said Friday! The 
sources, who spoke on condition they not be named, said the tribe 
of Beni Qous began moving over the past 24 hours for foe release 
of tire man identified as Mike Schmitz, about 45. Mr. Schmitz is an 
employee of Sterling Air Services, a shipping and freight company. 
His parents live in Edmonton, Alberta. Officials at his company 
repeated late Thursday that they had been assured about Mr. 
Schmitz being in good condition. They have refused to disclose 
further details. Diplomats said Roy .Phillips, another expatriate 
employed as manager of the Yemen- Kuwait Shipping Line, was 
leading negotiations on behalf of Mr. Sterling for foe release of Mr. 
Schmitz. Mr. Schmitz was seized Sunday en route to Sanaa from 
Aden by members of the AJ Hadar tribe in Dhamar province, 
about 100 kilometres south of.tbe capital. The tribe inhabits a plan 
among the mountains on the province. The tribe of Beni Qoas, 
neighbouring tire AI Hadar, are known to be influential. It 
remained unclear whether the kidnapping was motivated by a wish 
to use Mr. schmitz used as a bargaining chip against dem a nds the 
AI Hadar are making on the government such as return of 
confiscated land or release of a tribesman from jail. Last year, 
Yemenis seized seven people including George Slaughter, an 
American executive of foe Hunt Oil Co., as they were being bused 
to an oil field helicopter base. The kidnappers then sought the 
release of an imprisoned man. The authorities succeeded in freeing 
the people after about eight tours, but details of how this was 
accomplished were never revealed. 
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Ministry works towards greening Jordan 





AMMAN (J.T.) — During a 
tree-planting ceremony attended 
by their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
said the ministry was maintaining 
dose coordination with the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (R5CN) towards greening 
the country. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh said both institutions, in 
cooperation with the private sec- 
tor. aim to plant trees on 300,000 
dunums of land. 

The minister said contacts are 
underway with 100 Jordanians 
institutions to participate in the 
greening process. 

Of these, 50 have responded 


favourably and 10 have actively 
begun implementing the project 
the minister said. 

RSCN President Anis Muasher 
said the sodety has planted 

10,000 trees in the Yajouz forest, 
site of Thursday's ceremony. 

Over die past eight years, the 
sodety has been planting trees in 
various areas and has created 
seven forests in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Jbeir Majesties together with 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Hamzeh, and Prince Hashem and 
Princess Inian and Princess Raya 
took part in the tree-planting 
ceremony attended by officials, 
their families and a large crowd of 
citizens. 



Their Royal Highnesses Prince Hamah and Prince Hashim plant a 
pine tree Thursday in the Yajouz forest, while Their Majesties King 
Hnssein and Queen Noor and Their Royal Highnesses Princess I man 
and Princess Raya look on (Photo by George Crystal) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and . 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries in France** at 
tile French Cultural Centre. 

■it Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed'* at the 
American Centre. 

it Exhibitio n entitled “Dhana, a Village from South Jordan” 
displaying photos and other items on the village at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Medknl book exhibition at A1 Bashir Hospital. 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

☆ EngBi h- snbtilled Italian film entitled “L’avaro” (The Misers) 
at the Royal Cultural Centre — 8 p.m. 

LUTE CONCERT 

☆ Lute 'concert by Bill Badley at 8 p.m. at the Royal Cultured 
Centre. The concert wffl include English Renaissance pieces 
and 16th century Spanish music. 


Marcello Mastriani mid Sandrine Bonnaire in ‘Verso Sera’ 
(Towards Evening), a Francesca Archibngi film (Photo by ANICA) 

Italian film week begins 


By Malta Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Italian embas- 
sy, in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Culture, Saturday will be- 
gin the Italian film week, said 
Giovanni Benenati of the embas- 
sy's cultural department. 

The Italian film week is part of 
a Jprdanian-Italian cultural 
agreement signed in 1975 and is 
one of three agreements between 
Italy and Jordan, Mr. Benenati 
said. 

“Jordan and Italy have a tech- 
nical assistance as weli as a tour- 
ism agreement that have been 
on-going for several years and 
reflect the strong bilateral ties 
between the two countries." Mr. 
Benenati said. 

He added that Italians were the 
first tourists to return to Jordan 


after the Gulf war, and in 1992, 

18,000 Italian tourists visited the 
Kingdom. 

“This high number of tourists 
from Italy came after the yearly 
conference for Italian travel 
agents held in Jordan and 
attended by over 1000 travel 
agents in April of 1992," Mr. 
Benenati said, adding that 
thousands of Jordanians also 
travel to Italy to study at universi- 
ties. 

According to Mr. Benenati, 
many of those who studied in 
Italy are regular attendants of the 
Italian film weeks. 

Mr. Benenati said the movies 
selected for this year include six 
movies by young directors who 
have worked with world-renown 
names such as Federico Fellini, 
Luigi Comencini and Daniele 
Danza. 
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Salt 

holds 

municipal 

elections 


SALT (J.T.) — On Saturday the 
people of Salt will elect new 
members to the 11 seal Municipal 
Council from 23 candidates rep- 
resenting various political trends 
and blocs. 

. A total of 15,147 Salt residents 
are eligible to vote in these elec- 
tions, held every four years. 

Mohammad Faour, assistant to 
the Balqa governor, said the vot- 
ing will take place at nine centres 
in local schools. 

There vail be separate facilities 
for men and women voters, he 
added. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Friday. Mr. 
Faour said one of the schools has 
been assigned for gathering the 
ballots and counting the votes at 
the end of the day. 

He said the election, and the 
counting of votes will take place 
under the supervision of a four- 
member committee appointed -by 
the governor. 

According to municipality 
sources, the candidates have been 
grouped into two main blocs: the 
Reconstruction bloc and the Jus- 
tice For All bloc. 

The Reconstruction bloc is led 
by attorney Abdul Fattah Ensour 
who was quoted as saying his bloc 
seeks the reconstruction of the 
city, stimulating the role of youth 
and cultural centres, and ensuring 
better municipal services to the 
local population . 

The Justice For All bloc Is led 
by pharmacist Hashem Hiari who 
said his bloc will direct its atten- 
tion towards promoting the in- 
dustrial sector in the city and 
means of reducing unemploy- 
ment among the university gradu- 
ates. 

He also said more attention 
would be given to beautifying the 
city by planting more trees and 
keeping the roads dean. 

According to municipality 
sources, Mr. Khalil Abu] Ragheb 
is the only candidate running as 
an independent. 


Israel may recognise 

M 

PLO, Majali says 


AMMAN — Israel might rec- 
ognise the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). and a di- 
alogue between the PLO on 
the one hand and Israel and 
the U.S. on the other might 
develop in the near future. 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali, head 
of Jordan's delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks has 
predicted. 

A1 Dustour Arabic daily 
Wednesday quoted Dr. Majali 
as saying in a lecture to the 
Jerasb chapter of the Lions 
Club that he anticipates the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) will join the PLO. 

He said the West's percep- 
tion of the -Palestine question 
has changed as a result of the 
peace process. 

Before the 1991 Madrid 



m 7: 




Abdul Salam A1 Majali 

peace conference, the West 
dealt with this issue from a 
religious and educational pers- 
pective, Dr. Majali said. 

This, he said, led the West to 


associate Palestinians with ter- 
rorism. 

That same perspective ais- 
led the West to view Jordan us 
the alternative homeland r 
the Palestinians. Dr. Majah 
said. 

He said the peace talks have 
succeeded in shaking that pers- 
pective through Israel's 
documented recognition of 
borders with Jordan and its 
recognition that the West Bank 
is occupied Arab territory. 

Commenting on reports that 
some Arab parties might reach 
separate agreements with 
Israel, Dr. Majali said that 
Jordan believes in a compre- 
hensive solution, and therefore 
will not negotiate or conclude 
any individual agreement with 
Israel at any time. 


Sofar 

receives 

power 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Ali Abui 
Raghib said within a month work 
will begin in Sofar and other 
settlements in the Jordan Valley, 
as part of the JD 25 million elec- 
trification programme announced 
by the government Dec. 27. 

On a visit to the Valley Thurs- 
day with the ministers of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and the 


FTC 



Ali Abul Raghib 

Environment, Water and Irriga- 
tion. and Youth, the ministers 
surveyed a number of regions 
where the master plan for the 
social and economic development 


of the Jordan Valley will be im- 
plemented. 

Sofar is one of 226 villages 
settlements to be supplied with 
electricity during 1993. The t r t : - 
mated cost of this programnr: is 
JD 11.5 million. 

Another 200 villages will be 
supplied with electricity in 19^4. 
ensuring 100 per cent electrical 
powr to all areas of Jordan, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said. 

At the town of Maisara. the 
ministers inaugurated a power 
station that will service 2hU 
households and a transformer sta- 
tion at Nahda benefiting 300 sub- 
scribers. 

The ministers were briefed by- 
Jordan Valley Secretary General 
Abdul Aziz Wishah on efforts to 
promote services, particularly 
housing, in the Jordan Valle* . 

The ministers also inspected 
the services in Kraimeh r-.nd 
Dinar. 


JPMC, Pakistan study j oint-venture 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) and the Pakistani Fuji 
Fertilisers Company (PFFQ have 
agreed to conduct a feasibility 
study on the establishment of a 
plant in Jordan to produce phos- 
phoric add, said Thabet A! Taber 
JPMC director general. 

Mr. Taher, who recently re- 
turned from a visit to Pakistan,, 
said the proposed plant .would .. 


produce up to 20,000 tonnes of 
phosphoric add. 

Plans to set up a factory in 
Pakistan to produce 425,000 ton- 
nes of ammonium phosphate fer- 
tilisers are also in the works, 
according to Mr. Taher. 

The Pakistani concern will be 
supplied with phosphoric add 
from the proposed Jordanian 
plant, he added. 

, . According to Mr. Taher JPMC 


also plans to establish a plant to 
produce 300.000 tonnes of ar.'.o 
nia annually in Jordan ur.d 
another in Pakistan that will pro- 
duce 325,000 tonnes of fertilisers, 
should feasibility studies on these 
projects prove positive. 

The proposed phosphoric 
plant would annually reqv.:rv 

700,000 tonnes of raw phosphy.e 
mined in Jordan, Mr. Taher s: i£. 
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Confronting the bully 

f 

THE ISRAELI high court's decision to uphold the 
expulsion of Palestinians deals a heavy blow to all 
hopes of averting a real and new conflict in the region. 
The imposition of a more forceful U.N. Security 
Council action against Israel, or even the infliction of a 
fatal wound to the Arab- Israeli peace process, seems to 
be about the only logical consequence of the decision. 
Granted that the judgement rendered by the court 
requires a thorough legal interpretation before a 
lasting political sentence can be made. But it is dear 
already that the damage from the new Israeli action 
will have widespread implications on both the peace 
negotiations and their sponsors’ credibility in the area. 
Optimists may see a bright spot in the court’s verdict, 
in that it left the door open for individual appeals that 
may necessitate the temporary repatriation of each 
and every expellee wishing to tight legally for his case. 
Yet this window of opportunity — or opportunism — 
does not really address the central issue. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, his govern- 
ment and obviously “his” judges sitting on the bench 
of the high court are still treating the expulsion as if it 
is only a domestic problem that can be shuttled 
between the executive and judicial branches of govern- 
ment. The truth of the matter, however, is that the 
expulsion is a much bigger issue which is subject to 
international scrutiny and adjudication. It is common 
knowledge that human rights violations are subject to 
international jurisdiction and no state in these contem- 
porary times can still call for non-interference in its 
“domestic” affairs when snch rights are at stake. 
Furthermore, the Security Council, the highest organ 
of the international organisation, has already spoken 
on the expulsion order and rendered its decision on it 
in a manner that is not up for reconsideration by any 
Israeli domestic branch of government. 

It Is ironic that in spite of the clearly articulated 
judgement of the United Nation’s main body on 
international peace and security, Washington is still 
calling for the pursuit of more diplomatic efforts 
before the imposition of sanctions against Israel can be 
entertained. The U.S., it has to be remembered, 
arbitrarily refused all such counsel when the Gulf 
conflict erupted in August of 1990. When these doable 
standards in dealing with issues are going to end is 
something that only the new U.S. president, Mr. Bill 
Clinton, can answer. We will continue to pin high 
hopes on this man to act and reverse the hypocridcs of 
previous American administration until he actually 
fails to deliver on his campaign pledges of fairness and 
justice for all. But pinning hope on Clinton’s sense of 
justice is not enough of course. The Arab World also 
has a duty to wake up from its slumber and take a walk 
around to feel its real weight in the new world order. 
At the helm of the U.N. there is an Arab, and he 
sounds eager to do something. Besides, right, justice 
and international legitimacy are on our ride. That is 
why we should not hesitate for one minute in giving 
our cause what it requires. Should confronting the 
Israeli bully and its backers be the only solution, so be 
it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

DESCRIBING THE Israeli higher court's verdict concerning the 
deportees as a farce. Al Ra’i Arabic daily said that the decision 
represents yet another defiance of the world community. The 
court verdict, which supported Mr. Rabin government's decision 
to deport the 415 Palestinians to southern Lebanon, should by no 
means serve as a motive for the U.N. Security Council to delay a 
debate on the matter and decide on forcing Israel to comply with 
the world community's rules, demanded the paper. Mr. Rabin has 
issued a statement urging the Security Council to refrain from 
issuing any hostile resolutions against Israel, claiming that this 
would end the peace process, added the daily. But, it said, the 
world community should be firm in the face of Israeli terrorism 
and its defiance of the international laws and principles, and 
should punish of the international laws and principles, and should 
punish Israel for its crime against humanity. The Security Council* 
should emphasise that the crime of deportation can by no means 
open the way for peace in the region and should force Israel to 
abide by the international rules, said the paper. The daily also 
urged the Arab states to make a determined and concerted 
diplomatic move in the United States and in Europe to win 
support for their stand and for the repatriation of the deponed 
men. The paper also voiced appreciation of the French reaction to 
the court's decision, which condemned Israel's practices, and it 
expressed hope that France and European countries at large will 
now turn their attention to a meaningful action at the Security 
Council to implement all U.N, resolutions concerning the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra*i daily urged the political parlies in 
Jordan to assume serious responsibility towards contributing to 
the democratic process in Jordan. Now that the King has deciced 
that the elections should not be delayed and must take place on 
time, the political parties ought to gear up to thb challenge and 
try to reach out to the electorate and take active part in the 
coming elections, said Tareq Masarweh. Political parties can win 
the support of the people by declaring clear manifestos and 
programmes for their activities and their contribution towards 
enhancing democracy, called the writer. These programmes, he 
».:id. provide solutions or partial solutions for the many 
problems plaguing the nation and should appeal to the public, he 
said. i 


By the end of 1993 the attention 
of mankind may be distracted 
from the horizon of the interna- 
tional landscape by the political 
foreground in which .every head 
of state or family responsible for 
the safety, peace, comfort and* 
welfare of others may have a 
vision of the way ahead during 
what remains of the last decade of 
this century. 

The sudden and revolutionary 
change in the USSR and Eastern 
Europe, the new, worldwide 
wave of separatist nationalism, 
the growth of extreme Muslim 
religious nationalism, the anti- 
Arab and Muslim policies of the 
western world and the United 
Nations, the greatest ever appeal 
for freedom, democracy, political 
pluralism and human rights, the 
political, indeed physical barbar- 
ism inflicted against the Iraqis, 
Bosnians, Croats, the Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza, 
as well as in Kuwait, the gigantic 
problem of the undeterred domi- 
nance of the world by the only 
superpower, the United States, 
the imminent change and upheav- 
al expected in the Third World 
and the increasing wide gap be- 
tween rich, poor and very poor 
nations show clearly the im- 
measurable size of the mission of 
those who are planning a real new 
world order, be it for the benefit 
of their national interests or that 
of mankind. 

To the myriad of political 
minds, it may seem idle to fore- 
cast the prospects of the United 
Nations as an international in- 
strument for change. Dominated 
as it is by the United States and 
the constellation of the perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council, is it capable of leading 
mankind into the much needed 
new world order? if the be- 
haviour of the “Industrial Seven" 
during the ongoing and threaten- 
ing dangers of the existing econo- 
mic and environmental problems 
can serve as an example for the 
way ahead, there will be only a 
very slim chance for the rest of 
mankind. If the behaviour of the 
United States and the permanent 
members of the Security Council 
in the Gulf crisis, the ensuing 
merciless carnage inflicted on the 
Iraqi people and the massacres in 


Towards a real new 



By Dr. Maan Aba No war 
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Jerusalem and Gaza or the 
tragedy of the expelled four hun- 
dred Palestinians from their 
national home can serve as an 
example for the proposed world 
order, mankind can very well do 
without it. For it will only serve 
the purposes of the self- 
appointed quasi world govern- 
ment and the international oligar- 
chy of rich and powerful nations. 

It is politically childish to 
ignore the obvious facts of econo- 
mic life in our world today and 
the prospects of change during 
the last decade of this twentieth 
century. By the year 2000, Ger- 
many may become the dominant 
power in Europe and the indi- 
vidual second in the whole world; 
Japan is dominant in Asia and 
moving fast towards being a 
world power; the EC collectively 
may soon compete with the U.S. 
for the top of the economic 
league; Russia and her constella- 
tion can soon be transformed into 
a free, market-oriented economy 
which will free its genius and 
energies; men of “light and lead- 
ing" can see to it that China is not 
left behind and will gradually 
undertake to change into a free 
market. All these prospects and 
many others can change the 
world economic map. 

Furthermore, the oil producing 
Arab and Muslim nations of the 
Middle East are bound to realise 
the extent to which they have 
been exploited by the industrial 
nations and the inequitable prices 
of their oil. The prospects for 
their collective or cooperative 
economic power are far reaching 
and bound to be realised through 
a new awakening. They hold 60 
per cent of the world oil reserve, 
vital not only for the economic 
fortunes of the world, but indeed 
for its survival. 

Ail that, with the poverty and 
deprivation suffered by more 
than two billion people in the rest 
of the world, particularly in those 
countries which own vital re- 
sources and hold the keys to the 
safety and security of the global 
environment, will eventually 
cause a sharp and deep conflict 
between rich and poor nations, 
between exploiters and exploited, 
between makers and users and 
between the healthy and those 


sick and dying. 

This grave and dangerous ine- 
quality between nations is far 
more distinct and potent in the 
United Nations Charter. For 
white international customary law 
provided for the equality of na- 
tions before the law, the Charter 
provided for a privileged position 
for the permanent members of 
the Security Council, which gave 
them the right of veto as well as a 
certain privilege in the proce- 
dures for its revision. 

To put it simply, if equality of 
nations before international law 
is to be a fundamental principle 
of the new world order* mem- 
bership to the Security Council 
will have to be determined by 
criteria acceptable not only to 
the United States and her con- 


stellation of four other perma- 
nent members, but also to the 
majority of nations. If economic 
power is to be considered. Japan 
and Germany have a just cause to 
demand membership in that 
council. If it is determined by the 
size of population, India must 
have her seat, for its population 
exceeds that of the total of the 
ex-USSR, U.S.. U.K. and France 
twice over. If religous considera- 
tions can influence the plariners, 
one billion Muslims deserve 
membership. If the principles of 
freedom, democracy, political 
pluralism and human rights are to 
be considered, nearly one third of 
the members of the General 
Assembly, including China, may 
lose their seats. To create an 
equitable, just and workable new 
world order, these considerations 
as well as many others must be 


addressed. 

Furthermore, the western pow- 
ers, Russia, China and the “Big 
Seven'* seem to ignore the vast 
problems of the frustrated region- 
al groups of nations in Latin 
America, Africa, the Arab Na- 
tion, the Muslim Nation and the 
nations of Sooth East Asia. With- 
in each group there are severe 
national and international econo- 
mic, social, and political prob- 
lems. If western Europe ami the 
United States concentrate their 
efforts, as they seem to do now. 
on solving the problems of east- 
ern Europe and neglect those of 
the rest of the world, the change 
towards a new world order will be 
a non-starter. Even in the issue of 
the global environment the 
effects of that neglect will be 


One major problem can serve 
as an example of the challenges 
which will face the planners of the 
idea of a new world order: that of 
the Islamic World and Muslim 
extremism. In 1914 the prospects 
of the Muslim World were at the 
lowest ebb since the greatest cri- 
sis of Islam, when the Mongol 
hordes sacked Baghdad in 1258. 
Prophet Mohammad, the founder 
of the Arab and Islamic Nation, 
intended Mnslims to have a state 
of their own in a tolerant and 
peaceful world. Yet, in 1914, 
there was not one Muslim coun- 
try which was completely inde- 
pendent on the face of the earth. 
The Ottoman Empire was re- 
duced to a “sick man” by interna- 
tional designs and indirect con- 
trols, while die remaining Muslim 
communities had fallen under the 


colonial or quasi colonial control 
of non-Muslim, and mainly 
Christian powers. Between the 
two world wars, most Muslim 
communities saw economic and 
social development pass them by 
with meagre benefit for them- 
selves. 

After World War II, the major- 
ity of Muslim nations achieved 
their independence and estab- 
lished some 35 states of their 
own. One billion Muslims in Asia 
and Africa are now politically 
sovereign but economically de- 
pendent on handouts from few 
Arab and Muslim countries and 
the financial international oligar- 
chy and their leviathan banks. 
Within the Muslim Nation, the 
vast majority of the Arab Nation 
lives in poverty and despair 
(Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Yemen, 
Sudan, Morocco, Tunis, Somalia, 
Djibouti, Mauritania), few can 
make ends meet (Algeria, 
Bahrain) while Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman 
and Libya enjoy financial re- 
sources for exceeding their extra- 
vagant needs. Thus tbe gap be- 
tween the Arab rich ami poor 
offends the spirit of brotherhood 
in Islam and Arabian, consider- 
ing the meagre handouts ex- 
tended from tbe oil producing 
countries to Arabs and Muslims 
the world over. Compared to the 
vast and unneeded investment by 
the rich Arabs in the industrial 
growth of rich nations, the U.S. 
and western Europe, extremely 
needed aid from Arabs to Arabs 
and the reluctance of the rich to 
help the poor will cause anger 
and shame. * 

The new domination of the rich 
Arab states by the United States, 
and the indirect control over what 
they provide in aid to the poor 
Arab countries, as well as the 
continued enmity towards Iraq, 
even against Iraqi children, is 
extremely resented, indeed de- 
spised, by Arab intellectual as 
well as by the Arab and Muslim 
majority. 

All this, with tbe disturbing, 
indeed heertaching sadness, 
physical and mental torture and 
despair suffered by the Palesti- 
nian people during the last seven- 
ty years and particuarly during 


“If equality of nations before international 
law is to be a fundamental principle of the 
new world order, membership to the 
Security Council will have to be deter- 
mined by criteria acceptable not only to the 
United States and her constellation of four 
other permanent members, but also to the 
majority of nations.” 


the last five of the intifada which 
has highlighted the sense of the . 
grave injustice suffered by the ■ 
whole Arab and Muslim nations, V’ > 
became tbe main cause for the - 

emergence and the spread of 't .■ 
extreme Muslim fundamentalism 
and Arab nationalism. > 

The Iraqi occupation of L . 

Kuwait, though sad and regrett- * • 
able, was but one indication of -J i- 
what is waiting ahead in a new 
great Muslim and Arab awaken- • . •• 
ing if the lack of peaceful and , •'*- . 

honourable settlement of the • 
Palestinian question continues to - f 
humiliate Arabs and Muslims the 
world over. The neglect with 
which tbe international oligarchy 
has treated the Palestinian - ■ 

tragedy, particularly the mas- ■ ^ 
sacres in Jerusalem’s Aqsa Mos- 
que and the Gaza Strip, as well as " 
the tragedy of the four hundred •*'. 
Palestinians expelled from their i 
homes, compared with all the 
speed, sense of urgency, deter- . . 
mi nation, and size of action, with • 
which they are treating the Gulf 
crisis, leaves very little for Arab •• 
and Muslim imagination. 

Many millions of Arabs and ; 

Muslims wish for nothing less * 
than the best relations between 
all the Muslim and Arab nations . 
and the rest of the world, particu- 
larly the western democracies. • . 

They strongly yearn for a new r. 
world order of freedom, demo- ' 
cracy, and human rights, which ' 
will allow them to achieve peace, 
justice, and progress in a caring 
world. It will soon be dear 
whether the international oligar- 
chy can have it in their wisdom 
and their kind of humanity, which 
we hear and read much about but 
see little of, to give a real chance : 
for a negotiated settlement of 
every conflict in the Middle East, . 
to free the children of Iraq from ? 
foe sadistic boyoott against their ■ 
food and medicine, to free the • . . 

children of Palestine from the * ; 

carnage inflicted upon them ev- ' 
ery day by Zionist and sadist 
kilters. That or else, and the blind , • 

can see, there can be no chance 
for a new and real world order. ■. $r- 

The writer is an historian and ■ 
former minister of information. • 

He contributed tbe above article 
to the Jordan Times. 


Clinton’s high profile on military ban tests resolve 


By John King 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton is taking an unchar- 
acteristic risk, staking early poli- 
tical capital on a commitment to 
end the military's ban on 
homosexuals. It is a delicate fight 
he has joined, with far more 
antagonists than allies. 

His resolve may be admirable: 
He is taking u stand purely on 
principle, and on an issue that 
provides no cover for the 
squeamish. 

But as his determination to 
abolish this 50-year-old ban be- 
comes clear, the same question is 
heard over and over again in a 
city trying to size up. its new 
leader: Why has Mr. Clinton 
decided to push this controversial 
issue so soon, and how much 
valuable political capital is he 
willing to spend in the effort? 


“The president's had this com- 
mitment since the start of the 
campaign. He intends to fulfill 
that commitment," Mr. Ginton's 
spokesman George Stephano- 
poulos said Tuesday. And he 
acknowledged. “1 suppose there’s 
risk anytime you stand on princi- 
ple." 

Reversing the ban was indeed a 
campaign promise, but it was 
hardly characterised as a priority. 

“The economy, stupid" was his 
now-cliche campaign compass,, 
and even some of the president's 
closest political advisers believe 
he's veered at least a bit off 
course in his first week. 

“He said he would do this 
...give him credit for doing it." 
said one political adviser, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 
“He's the guy the press says is 
afraid of risks taking a risk — But 
he didn't say he'd do it first." 

This and another adviser, also 


speaking privately, expressed 
concern that the nation's first 
glimpse of the new administration 
has centred on talk of raising 
taxes and reversing the military 
ban on gays. 

“But you don’t always get to 
pick the order of your fights and I 
think it is going to be a hot fire 
that burns fast." said the second 
adviser, also speaking only on 
condition of anonymity. 

To gain leverage for the fight. 
Mr. Clinton aides are casting the 
fights in far broader terms than 
lifting the military's ban on gays 
— as a civil rights issue in the vein 
of allowing blacks and women in 
the military, or the right to vote 
for that matter. 

Allies are stepping up to echo 
the theme. 

“There are important political 
forces in our society that continue 
to want to separate Americans 
and to define them by either race 


or religion or preference." Mas- 
sachusetts Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
nedy told NBC. “The real ques- 
tion, I think, under President 
Ginton is trying to bring the 
nation together and to try and 
d~al with the issues of intolerance 
in our society." 

How Mr. Clinton emerges 
from the fight he started depends 
in large part on how he presents 
his policy to the public and then 
navigates his way through the 
opposition. 

Mr. Clinton’s opponents in- 
clude most of the military estab- 
lishment. whose support he needs 
for promised defence cuts and 
restructuring. 

There is also strong opposition 
in Congress, where Mr. Clinton 
will need lawmakers to join him 
in unpopular choices larer if he is 
to achieve substantial deficit re- 
duction and health care reforms, 
as well as' to pass his economic 


and .other domestic priorities. 

Already, there were warnings 
that using executive power to 
reverse the gay ban without con- 
gressional approval would cloud 
any honeymoon the new presi- 
dent was going to enjoy on Capi- 
tol Hilt. 

Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee Chairman Sam Nunn said 
members of the military have a 
right to, be heard and plans hear- 
ings in March, regardless of what 
Mr. Clinton does in the interim. 
He called Mr. Clinton’s approach 
to the issue “fundamentally 
flawed" although he tried to tem- 
per his first-week feud with foe 
new president Tuesday. 

And House Republican whip 
Newt Gingrich said Tuesday that 
using executive powers to make 
such controversial decisions with- 
out Congress' blessing “weakens 
and undermines congressional- 
presidential relations and makes 


it' harder for foe president to 
wori® with Congress across the. 

With such deep-seated institu- 
tional resistance at the Cupiiol 
and Pentagon. Mr. Clinton's • ; 
logical weapon would be public 
opinion. But he can't count on 
public support, either. 

Most polls show a majority 
oppose him on this issue; others";, 
reflects an at best ambivalent ‘.1 
public that is far more eager for 
action on foe economy and health - : 
care. 

Mr. Clinton and advisers are 
acutely aware of those desires, 
and are trying to whip his econo- 
mic and health care plans into 
shape. 

That is taking time, however. 

In the meantime Mr. Clinton's 1 
insistence on reversing the Penta- * •" 
gon's policy on homosexuals has * 
become the early barometer of’.'- 
foe new president's mettle. 




THE WEEK IN PRINT 


In continued defiance of world will, Israel 
refuses to do justice to' Palestinian evictees 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 


imunded that a special agri- 


JORDANIAN DAILY news- 
papers last week gave promin- 
ence to the quest ip n of the 396 
Palestinian deportees, domes- 
tic affairs and the continued 
hostile stand on the part of the 
U.S. administration towards 
Iraq. 

The Arab states and the 
deported men in Southern 
Lebanon were not surprised by 
the decision of tbe Israefi High- 
er Court of Justice because the 
court is part of the Zionist 
entity that has been established 
at the expense of Arab rights 
and survives on further acts of 
aggression and expansion, said 
Sawt Al Shaab daily in com- 
menting on the Israeli court 
decision. 

Now that Israel has openly 
shown its defiance of the world 
community, it is up to the 
Security Council to find a way 
to implement its Resolution 
799 and force Israel to abide by 
the international rules, deman- 
ded the daily. 

Al Dustour attacked tbe Un- 
ited Slates for its continued 
biased stand noting that 
Washington has given the 
Israeli court preference over 
the Security Council resolu- 
tion. 

The paper said that the Un- 
ited States was instrumental in 
delaying any United Nations’ 
actions against the Jewish state 
which continues to commit 


atrocities condemned by va- 
rious world nations. 

The United States should 
reconsider its stand and take a 
more objective position with 
regard to the whole situation, 
demanded the paper. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i com- 
mented on Israel’s defiant 
stand by referring to Mr. 
Rabin ’5 attack on Boutros 
Ghali. By launching an attack 
on the U.N. Secretary General 
who had demanded that foe 
Security Council impose sanc- 
tions on Israel and force it to 
comply with its resolution, the 
Rabin government is providing 
more evidence of its disregard 
for the world community, said 
Mohammad Kharroub. 

The writer expressed belief 
that Dr. Ghali would not be 
able to take any further steps 
against Israel, simply because 
he abides by the instructions of 
the White House which is 
openly supporting Israel in its 
defiant stand. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily 
described Israel as an interna- 
tional outlaw, intent on keep- 
ing tbe world community 
embroiled in tragedies, suffer- 
ings and deep-rooted prob- 
lems. 

Ahmad Al Mtsleh said that 
while the world community 
directs its attention towards 
establishing human rights, 
Israel p-rsu.-s its barbaric ac- 


tions against the Palestinians in 
particular and the Arab Nation 
in general. 

Mr. Rabin's defiance of the 
United Nations, said the wri- 
ter, is tantamount to declaring 
war on the world community 
and directly threatening the 
Arab countries. 

Abdul Rahim Omar, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily, ex- 
pressed the view that foe Arab 
countries in general have foiled 
to support tbe intifada and left 
the Palestinians alone in the 
field. The writer said that the 
Arabs must help the Palesti- 
nians destabilise the presence 
of the Israeli occupation forces 
by causing damage to their 
interests.not only in the occu- 
pied lands but also in the world 
at large. 

The writer said that the 
Arabs should make the Israelis 
understand that they must pay 
a dear price for their continued 
presence on Arab lands. 

Taher Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, directed 
his attention to the situation in 
Iraq, noting that thousands of 
children die every week due to 
shortages in medical equip- 
ment and dnigs. While foe 
Americans continue their 
aggression on Iraq, it is regrett- 
able to see. the Arab, states 
showing indifference to the 
plight of the fraqi civilian 


population, said the writer. 

The writer urged popular 
organisations in the Arab 
World to take foe initiative and 
ensure a flow of supplies of 
food and medicine to the Iraqi 
people. 

Ibrahim Al Absi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, praised 
a statement by the Omani 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Yousef Ben Alawi who 
expressed Oman's total 
opposition to the use of force 
against Iraq and the partition 
"of that Arab state. 

The Omani minister's state- 
ment rang the alarm to the 
Arab countries in the Gulf 
region which, he said, would 
sooner or later find themselves 
totally subjected to the colo- 
nial powers' whims and de- 
sires. should they allow Iraq to 
face annihilation. 

Saleh Al Oallab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, described Tur- 
key’s prime minister's tour of 
foe Gulf region as aimed at 
presenting Turkey as servant 
of the Gulf countries, for 
which Mr. Demirel demanded 
a reward. 

Describing Turkey's action 
as a kind of blackmail exer- 
cised against the Arab Nation, 
the writer said that Turkey is 
also seeking to convince the 
Arab states in foe Gulf region 
that it would come to their 


defence, should they fall victim 
to Iran's aggression in the fu- 
ture, and that there would be 
no need for them to mend their 
fences with Iraq. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in AJ Ra’i described foe 
Gulf states' money paid to 
Turkey as a kind of bribe to 
help it pursue its hostile stand 
against Iraq, under instructions 
from the Western powers. 

The writer said that by 
allowing its territory to serve as 
a base for the colonial powers' 
war planes to raid Iraq, Turkey 
has proved itself an enemy of 
foe Arabs in general. 

At the same time, he added, 
Turkey is trying to secure its 
own interests in the Arab 
World and trying to obtain the 
S600 million daims it has lost 
as a result of losing the re- 
venues from Iraqi ofl exports 
through Turkish territory. 

Turning to domestic affairs, 
a columnist in. Al Dustour said 
that now that foe political par- 
ties in Jordan have acquired 
legal status, one can say that 
the country is on tire way to 
attain full political pluralism. 

Taher Al Udwan said that 
Jordanians look with interest 
to see foe programmes of these 
parties and their contribution 
to the country's development 
politically, sodally and econo- 
mically. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i de- 


cul final rand be founded to 
provide assistance to the Jorda- 
nian farmers. It is a well 
known fact that in every winter 
season foe farms of foe Jordan 
valley are affected either by 
floods or frost which cause 
severe damages and losses to 
foe farmers, said Nazih. 

The writer said that the gov- 
ernment ought to listen to foe 
demands of the Federation of 
Jordanian Farmers and try to. 
cancel the interest on loans 
obtained by these farmers to 
develop their Land as a con- 
tribution to the agricultural 
sector. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
demanded that Jordan make a 
move towards the Arab and 
Islamic countries, urging them 
to pressure foe western powers 
to lift the blockade imposed on 
the port of Aqaba. 

Mohammad Kawash said 
that Jordan is the worst hit 
after Iraq as a result of the 
sanctions and its economy has - 
been severely shaken over the 
past two years as a result of foe 
harassment of international ' 
shipping at tbe Gulf of Aqaba. . 
Tbe writer said the Arab and - 1 
Islamic nations .should later 
take a farther step towards 
ending the sanctions on Iraq 
altogether as the Arab counfry 
has been abiding by ail Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. 
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Donors pledge 
$380m aid 

(Continued Frtitn page I) 

rants already provided for in Jord- 
an's 1993 budget. 

According to officials, Jordan 
iecds dose to Si .5 billion in 1993 and 
■■ similar amount in 1994 in external 
unding — ■ including debt rcschcdul- 
ug. 

.. Mr. Fariz told the Paris press con- 
. erence that providing basic services 
or the 300.000 plus returnees from 

- Kuwait and other Gulf states was 
• .training the Jordanian economy and 

. hat unemployment had risen above ■ 
15 per cent in 1990 before going down 

- o 16 per cent 

i The notable economic achieve- 
. nenu of Jordan in its efforts to. 
-ecover from the shock of 1988 when 
oreign debts burdened the Kingdom 
ind forced a huge devaluation of the 
linar include s scaling down of the 
Midget deficit to six per cent of the 
<ross domestic product in 1993 from 
wer 24 per cent in 1989 and an 
. expected CiDP growth of between six 
ind seven per cent in 1993. Mr. 

Vlarto said. 

According to the deputy governor 
3f the CBJ. inflation rate should be 
kept to four per cent this year. 

“It is welcome news.” said eco- 
nomist and columnist Fahed Fanek of 
the Paris pledge. He said Jordan was 
seeking around S350 million as the 
projected deficit in the balance 'of 
payments for this year as determined 
uy i. - International Monetary Fund 
(IMF; and World Bank. 

"Obviously the pledge for a higher 
amount means that adjustments were 
made to make allowances for posable 
changes in the actual deficit in the 
balance of payments.” he said. 

A Western diplomat described the 
outcome of the Paris meeting as a 
"reaffirmation of Europe's keen in- 
terest to ensure Jordan's economic 
stability." 

“The very fact the pledges were 
made on the spot in Paris indicates an 
understanding of Jordan's problems 
and its efforts on the pan of the 
donors.” said the diplomat. 

Dr. Fanek also expressed optimism 
that Jordan would be able to reac ft an 
agreement with the London Club this 
week on rescheduling/settling the 
Kingdom's commercial debts along 
the broad terms outlined in a propos- 
al Amman has already submitted to 
the group of commercial creditors. 

The Jordanian delegation which 
attended the Parts meeting is schedul- 
ing lo open talks with a steering 
committee of the London Club Mon- 
day. The talks follow the submission 
of the new Jordanian proposal several 
weeks ago. 

“There is a 6U per cent chance that 
an agreement could be clinched with 
, the London Oub this time." said Dr. 
Fanek, explaining that areas of dis- 
agreement had been narrowed "to 
the ratio of parbonds and conversion 
of debts” into investments and hold- 
ings in Jordanian currency. 

The Kingdom's total foreign debts 
are around S6.8 billion; about 14 
billion is owed to the Paris Club, 
around SI. I billion to the London 
Club and the rest to former East bloc 
countries and Arab and international 
runds. 

Jordan has until June 30 to work 
out an agreement with the London 
Cub. Around the same time, the 
Kingdom is also expected to begin 
negotiations with the Paris Cub of 
creditor governments and stale agen- 
cies to reschedule debt repayments 
due after mid-1993. 


Israel seeks way out of crisis 

(Continued from page 1) Mr. Musa said the legal a 


Aziz Rantisi, of pressuring the men 
against appealing. 

“If someone wants to see his family 
and decides to meet his lawyer he 
cannot because Ranitsi won't let 
him,” Ben- Ami said. 

Israel had hoped the court order to 
let evictees attend appeal hearings 
might soften U.N. anger over its 
refusal to obey the Security Council 
demand to return the men at once. 

A report in the mass-drculaiion 
Yedioth Abroooth daily said (teens 
of evktees might be returned after 
ducks and then held in "administra- 
tive detention," which docs not re- 
quire charges. 

Mr. Rabin said the 415 men had 
links with groups that kiHedsix Israeli 
soldiers. However, he said at the time 
none of those deported bad been 
chirged with a crime. 

After the court ruled. France called 
on the Security Council to force Israel 
to return evictees. Britain said sanc- 
tions were not yet being considered 
bur it would exert pressure on Israel. 

Arab U.N. envoys agreed on a 
draft resolution that would ban states 

and individuals from dealing with 

Israeli firms with ties to the occupied 
territories and would bar Israel from 
human rights meetings. 

Secretary-General Boutros Ghafi, 
whose envoys have returned from 
three missions to Israel empty band- 
ed. has called on the Security Council 
to take "whatever measures are re- 
quired” to make Israel comply with 
its order to repatriate the men. 

Washington said Thursday it 
wanted a diplomatic solution outside 
the Security Council, which said ex- 
pulsions violated international human 
rights laws (See page 2) Israel’s main 
ally is expected to press Mr. Rabin for 


In Davos., Switzerland. Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said 
that individual legal appeals offer the 
best solution for the crisis, but his 
Egyptian counterpart said Israel had 
to do more. 

"The legal avenue is the best to 
solve the problem,” Mr. Peres told 
re portere at a joint news conference 
with Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. "Innocent people will brought 
back, others will have to wait." 


Mr. Musa said the legal approach 
was one possible element of a solu- 
tion, but that other steps were needed 
as well. 

‘Tm thinking of a mixed bag of 
steps, many things at the same time. 
This is one of them, but it cannot 
solve the problem by itself. It is a 
mass deportation and therefore it is 
an illegal act. it shouldn’t have been 
taken on legal grounds." 

The two foreign ministers were 
among government officials from a 
number of nations attending the 
annual World Economic Forum, a 


two years. 

Asked whether he was suggesting 
that Israel might shorten the duration 
of the Order as a way out of the 
impasse, Mr. Peres shrugged; "Sug- 
gesting lo whom?” 

“Hamas wants to force the United 
Nations, the United States, the Euro- 
peans. the Palestinians, the Egyp- 
tians. us. everybody, that we should 
be dependent upon their whim,” he 
added. "If they really want to come 
back or if they really are interested to 
demonstrate their innocence, the 
doors ate open.” 

He Said individual evictees could 


Evictees shun appeal process 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

The evictees have stressed that 
the only solution acceptable by 
them was implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799, which called for their 
immediate return to the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip from where they were ex- 


pelled Dec. 17. 

Israel accused the men of being 
activists -in the fundamentalist 
Muslim Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
factions. 

The expulsion came after six 
Israeli troopers were killed in the 
occupied territories late last year. 

The evictees ended a 24-hours 


hunger strike at 4 a.m. (0200 
GMT) Friday and resumed their 
normal life after protesting the 
alleged killing of fellow Palesti- 
nians by Israeli forces in the 
occupied territories. 

Many evictees sat on rocks 
near their tents on a mountain 
slope in southeast Lebanon 
listening to radio reports about 
developments related to their 


ordeal. 

The 396 Palestinians urged 
Arab states to press for tough 
U.N. sanctions to make the Jew- 
ish state take them back. 

Israeli soldiers in South Leba- 
non set up rwo tents on the 
southern tip of a muddy piece of 
land so that any evictee who 
wants to appeal can meet his 
lawyer. 


■lumocr m nmitnre tfusmuing ™ return to territory w make their 
annual World Economic Foram, a appeal in an area where the Israeli 
privately annuri I sen« of discussions go^p^, and ^ ^ guarantee 
in the ski resort of Davos. rh>i r «(«« ' ° 


Mr. Musa said Egypt wants to help 
find a solution because the expulsion 
poses a great risk to the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Peres noted that the expulsion 
order was to expire in nine months 10 


their safety. 

‘They can come personally to put 
their appeal to put their ease before a 
juridical committee. Israel has 
appointed 14 juridical committees in 
order to respond as quickly as we get 
any request." 


NEXT FRIDAY 


Have the honour to invite you to an antiques auction 

Manaqed by < 

Dr. TALES AL-BAGHDADI ’ 

Eng. MOHAMMAD AL-SAGHDAD1 4 

The auction sale will begin at 3 p.m Friday 5 \2 \ 1993 
in Amman hall - Hussain youth city . 

Amman hail will be open to the public to view exhibited 
items on Thursday 4 \ 2 \ 1993 from 3p.m - 9 p.m 
and Friday 5 \ 2 \ 1993 from 9 a.m - 12 a.m 

Galerie Mesopotamia - Insurance Building - C - 3rd Circle 
Jabal Amman Telefax : 651865 


JOB OFFER 

A UNIQUE PUBLIC RELATIONS POSITION IS AVAILABLE FOR A 
WELL-EDUCATED MALE OR FEMALE WITH THE FOLLOWING 
QUALIFICATIONS : 

1. .Perfect command of Arabic and English; knowledge of other 
languages would be useful. 

2. A degree in one of the following subjects : Political 
Science, History, Law, International Affairs, Economics. 
The minimum requirement is a Bachelor's degree; a Master's 
degree is preferred. 

3. Up-to-date on national and international affairs. 

4. International experience is preferred. 

Please send a resume, cover letter and recent photograph 
to the following address by February 20th, 1993 : 

The Director 
P.O.Box 885 
Amman - Jordan 



Ismail Bilbeisi & Co. Mecca Str.Tel. 81 5457 National 


Dayan 


(Coutinued from page ]) 

invited to Tunis by the tunisian 
government. 

Ms. Dayan said she had an 
informal meeting on Thursday 
with Nabil Shaath, Mr. Arafat's 
political adviser, Yasser Abed- 
' Rabbo, PLO Executive Commit- 
tee member, and Mr. Husseini. 

She said she respected Mr. 
Rabin's position that Israel did 
not want to formally negotiate 
with the PLO — the PLO directs 


the Palestinian peace delegation 
from behind the scenes — but 
said that should not rule out 
informal contacts. 

“What did they tbink? That it 
(the repeal of the ban) was some- 
thing academic,” she said. 

Ms. Dayan told the Associated 
Press later she had “excellent, 
constructive and very pleasant 
talks with Chairman Arafat.” 

She said she was “not negotiat- 
ing, but on a goodwill mission 
with a message of peace from the 
majority of the people in Israel 
who have voted for this govern- 
ment.’* 


WANTED FOR RENT 

Trie American Embassy is seeking one to four bedroom 
unfurnished apartments and houses for its staff. The size 
of each type of apartment is specified below in net square 
metres. 

The term net square meters means the sum of the square 
metres measured from wall to wall of the living room, 
dining room, bathrooms, bedrooms, kitchen and closets. ■ 
Storage and utility rooms and stairs are excluded from the 
calculation. 


Number of bedrooms 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 


Net Square meters 

83 10 92 
119 to 132 
174 to 191 
202 to 224 


The most desirable apartments will have modem kitchens and 
bathrooms. 

The Embassy prefers apartments in the Abdoun, Swei fifth, Urn 
Utheina, Al Rabieh, Um Summaq. or Jandaweel areas or in the 
areas from Fourth to Eight Circle but will consider other near-by 
areas. 

Offers must include the price asked, the number of bedrooms in 
the apartment, the net square meters, the address of the 
apartment or house, and the name, address and telephone 
number of the owner Floor plans are desirable but not required. 
The Embassy will deal only with owners. Offers should be sent 
to: 

General Services Officer 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman-Jordan 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH 1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


1 : l ;Vi. 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dotty 12 30-3.30 pm 
7. 30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. i 
Packing, shipping, 3 
forwarding, storage, H 
clearing, door-to-door 
rvice 

Air, Sea and Land 



* Y 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
horn aN greet re- 
gional cuisine 
styles o( China. 

__ , - 

Prepared by oar 
Chinese cbefit 

CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 

Open dafly lor 
lunch & dinner 
Trite mj onto 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministry at Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

TeL 6S7755 
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ub corns n& bbi sebhcb 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^ 

* Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Upriolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches a# YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 



F^EK.iNc' 1 ' vSe- 


STUIM OHAIG 

. ' jT- ‘ ‘ 

Professorial Quality in 
1 Hour Service • 

Develop your colour film at 
ota shop and get;- ■ 

« JVMBO photo 
six* 39%; larger 1 

* ' Pr** V- evtats*- 
me*tt 2Q x 30 cm ■ 

_ */f . • •’7\ * • 

Shroeis&w - Qpp. Griadbys , 
Bank- Krone: 604042 
Swefieh t«d- .823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight j 


nit’. 

l I;* i ■>' ij t, ■, r 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka nny Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IMOTEL 

i|j£<jl|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 -- 
P 0 Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAFOTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 




Open UJOJJO Jt k 00 -II:S 0 dtufy 


Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 661922 , Amman 


Once luted 
Always uivcd 




TWo Krisala 

ALEHAIMA BAR 


French ft (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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Sharif Zeid calls for 
backing national teams 


Ahli, Orthodoxi, JBF hit collision course 

Controversy ensnares basketball championship 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's national 
soccer team which will be par- 
ticipating in the World Cup 
qualifying rounds in May will 
hopefully be getting much 
needed sponsorship and en- 
couragement from all sectors 
of society after a recent deri- 
sion by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. 

At a prize giving ceremony 
organised by A! Baqa'a Qub in 
appreciation of its sponsors 
and excelling athletes, the 
prime minister reiterated the 
government's support of 
athletes and national teams 
and its commitment to help 
players achieve the best results 
for* the Kingdom. 

The prime minister said that 
giving members of the King- 
dom’s national soccer team the 
chance to fully participate in 
the training camps for the 
World Cup matches was a ne- 
cessity that should be regarded 
as a high priority by everyone. 

Hie decision to give players 
official permission to take 
leave from their work or stu- 
dies came after a proposal by 
the Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) which received immedi- 
ate backing from Sharif Zeid. 
who Thursday again called on 
public and private institutions 
to cooperate and insure 
athletes are given official 
availability for their prepara- 
tions. 



Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

According to JSF Chairman 
Fakhri Bilbeisi. the prime 
minister’s call will give much 
impetus to the players’ and 
trainers’ efforts to prepare the 
team in the best way possible. 

“Most players are either stu- 
dents or employees in different 
institutions. Giving the 
athletes official leave will be 
these institutions' contribution 
to help improve sports in the 
country." Mr. Bilbeisi told the 
Jordan Times. 

“We are very grateful for the 
prime minister's gesture and 
encouragement, and we hope 
the national team will achieve 
good results," he added. 

Jordan will be playing the 
first leg of the World Cup 
qualifying matches May 22-30. 
Jordan's group indudes China, 
Yemen, Iraq, and Pakistan. 


Zadar forced to move home games due to unrest 

MUNICH (R) — Croatian basketball side KK Zadar have been 
forced to move home games in the Men's European Cham- 
pionships' Club Cup to Zagreb because of the military unrest in 
the area around the city. The International Basketball Federation 
(FIB A) said Friday it had decided next Wednesday's Pool B game 
against Germany's Bayer Leverkusen would be held in Zagreb. 
Zadar's clashes with Real Madrid and French side Orthez will also 
be in Zagreb. 

Psst, wanna buy a Super Bowl ticket — for $1,500 

LOS ANGELES (R) — There is still time to get a prime seat on 
the 50-yard line at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena for Sunday’s Bowl 
— providing you have $1,500 to spare. That is the price Los 
Angeles ticket agencies are charging for the most sought after 
seats, which have a face value of $175. Even the cheapest tickets, 
which afford a bird's eye view from high up in the end zone, 
where binoculars are a must, are going for $525. 

French yachtsman out of round-the-world race 

DUNEDIN, New Zealand (AP) — French solo yachtsman 
Bertrand de Broc was towed into Dunedin Harbor Friday, 
scuttled out of an around-the-worid race by a design problem. De 
Broc was 1 .500 kilometres south of New Zealand and lying third 
in the French-run Vendee Globe Challenge when he received a 
telex from the boat’s designer saying the keel was unsafe. The 
12.5-metric ton yacht, group LG, was sailing well, but in France 
the designer discovered that another boat with similar keel 
specifications needed urgent reinforcement. He advised De Broc 
to put into the nearest port. The race has already claimed two 
lives. Thirteen yachts started the race and nine are left, De Broc 
said. 

Speculation mounts over Senna 

LONDON (R) — Ayrton Senna's future was the subject of 
speculation again following confirmation from the Penske Indycar 
racing team that former test driver Paul Tracy will partner 
Emerson Fittipaldi this year. Senna, the Brazilian three-times 
Formula One world drivers' champion, had been expected to sign 
for Penske. joining current FI champion Nigel Mansell on the 
American Indycar circuit. But Senna, whose place with the 
McLaren FI team remains open, has not yet confirmed his plans 
for this season after being linked with both Penske and McLaren 
and hinting he may take a year's rest. 

Hodge given all-clear after health scare 

LONDON (R) — Steve Hodge. Leeds United's former England 
midfielder, has been given the go-ahead by doctors to continue his 
playing career after a health scare. Hodge. 30, has revealed he has 
been suffering from a mild form of me. myalgic encephalomyeli- 
tis. which induces chronic fatigue. But club medical expert have 
now given him the all-clear and Leeds' manager Howard 
Wilkinson said: "The fact that Steve .was diagnosed as having 
suffered a mild dose of me came as a shock, but news that he has 
been cleared means that he can now look forward with great 
heart." 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTO OMAR SHARIF 

& TANNAH KIRSCH 

■ itf'C t"0o-ip Mseij me 

THINGS MIGHT BE WORSE THAN THEY SEEM 


Bath vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 5 

: Jfl 7 5 
: 9 8 7 

* A 10 9 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ 9 7 4 Q 10 2 

T A Q 3 : 4 2 

: AKQJ62. 10 13 
*75 * Q J 8 6 3 

SOUTH 
4 K J 8 6 4 3 
K 10 *» 6 
5 

* K 4 
The bidding 

South West North East 

14 2 Dbl Pass 

2 •: Pass 3 Pass 

4 “ Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: King of 
Competent defenders can some- 
times instill in declarer s false sense 
of security. Watch St. Louis expert 
Ron Smith at work on this hand 
from the Spring North American 
Championships in Pasadena. Calif. 
South certainly held nothing back 


in the auction. After opening an ace- 
less hand with only 10 high-card 
points, he went on to game slier 
receiving on invitational raise from 
partner. There ore those who would 
claim that South fully deserved the 
fate that befell him. 

West led the king of diamonds 
and continued the suit, declarer 
ruffing. Dummy was entered with 
the ace of spades and a heart was led 
to the nine. Smith contributed the 
three! 

Impressed by the success of the 
finesse declarer cashed the king of 
spades, ruffed a spade with the jack 
as West discarded a club and repeat- 
ed the trump finesse — and the roof 
feliin. 

Smith took the queen of hearts, 
cashed the ace to draw all the 
trumps, then ran off four diamond 
tricks to inflict a Tour-trick set on 
the htniras declarer. 

This hand contains a valuable les- 
son. If you can afford to hold up 
winning a key trick, it is usually 
right to do so. It might cause declar- 
er to misread the hand, or spend a 
vita! entry in a useless cause. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fans Friday missed 
the chance to watch the King- 
dom's top-two basketball teams 
— A1 Ahli and Al Orthodoxi — 
clash in a tie-breaker to deter- 
mine this year's championship 
when controversy hit the touma-' 
merit following an Al Ahli protest 
over the results of an earlier dash 
with Al Orthodoxi. 

The dispute arose when Al 
Ahli lodged a formal memoran- 
dum to the Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) complaining 
about “obvious mismanagement” 
of the Tuesday match which was 
won by Al Orthodoxi 84-51 in 
overtime play. 

The JBF rejected the protest 
and accepted a recommendation 
by the committee of referees that 
the results stand, leaving Al Ahli 
and At Orthodoxi tied with 27 
points each in the overall stand- 
ings. 

Tuesday’s match was the 
second leg of the finals of the 
tournament. The first leg was 
won by Al Ahli 68-65 on Dec. 30 
and the JBFs acceptance of Al 
Orthodoxi as Tuesday's victor 
warranted a third match as tie- 
breaker. 

The JBF meanwhile 
announced the indefinite post- 
ponement of the tie-breaker, 
which Al Ahli said they would 
not play in any case. 


Al Ahli and A] Orthodoxi said 
they were surprised Friday when 
they heard on the sports prog- 
ramme of Jordan Television that 
the JBF had decided to postpone 
the match. Both clubs said that 
they had not been informed of 
the postponement. 

The JBF held a press confer- 
ence Thursday in which its Chair- 
man, Fadi Gh an dour, explained 
the federation's decision. 

Al Ahli had based their objec- 
tion on the fact that Al Orthodoxi 
were awarded two points which 
had been ruled out by the re- 
feree. 

Due to the enormous number 
of fans who were surrounding the 
court, the scoresbeet referee 
failed to see that the court referee 
had ruled the two points out, Al 
Ahli . said. Consequently the 
scoreboard and sco resheet re- 
corded an extra two points for Al 
Orthodoxi. 

Mr. Ghandour explained that 
based on article 68 of internation- 
al basketball rules, the referees 
committee had advised the JBF 
that Al Ahli could not protest the 
two points now because they 
should have objected immediate- 
ly — not after the match. 

Al Ahli officials and technical 
advisor Ismail Harb argued that 
Al Ahli had protested immediate- 
ly but they were disregarded by 
the court and scoresbeet referees. 

“We protested the moment we 


realised there was a mistake, and 
the videotape recording of the 
match clearly shows that What 
other evidence does the JBF 
need,” Mr. Harb told die Jordan 
Times. 

According to the JBF, the re- 
ferees committee insists that Al 
Ahli did not approach the 
sco resheet referee and no-one 
protested regarding the two 
points. 

Another Al Ahli objection was 
over what it said was die failure 
of the scoresbeet referee to re- 
cord a technical foul on Marwan 
Al Saeedi when Al Ahli was 
leading 75-74 with IS seconds 
remaining in the second half. 

According to Al Ahli and 
based on the videotape recording 
of the match, the referee pointed 
to a jump ball and simultaneous 
fouls on Al Orthodbxi’s Muntaser 
Abul Tayyeb and Saeedi. The 
referee later gave Saeedi the 
technical foul and Abul Tayyeb 
scored a free throw and scored Al 
Orthodoxfs point which tied the 
match. 

Al Ahli claim that Abul 
Tayyeb’s foul was his fifth and the 
player should have been ordered 
off the-court. Instead, the referee 
allowed him to shoot the free 
throw, the club said. In addition, 
Al Ahli's copy of the scoresbeet 
does not show Saeedi’s foul. 

The JBF, however, asserted 
that the referee had not awarded 


the simultaneous fouls but had 
ruled a technical Soul on Saeedi 
which the top four copies of the 
scoresbeet dearly show and Al 
Ahli's copy is not clear. 

According to Ahli board mem- 
ber Samir Janakat, the chib will 
now appeal to Minister of Youth 
Saleh Irsheidat to look into the 
matter. 

“There has been an obvious 
injustice and Al Ahli cannot re- 
main silent on such a thing,” 
Janakat told the Jordan Times. 
“We objected to the referees 
according to article 68 and asked 
the JBF to seriously review the 
matter. We hope the minister of 
youth will do justice to our 
appeal.” 

The JBF admitted that there 
was obvious wrongdoing on the 
part of the referees, mainly attri- 
buted to the unprecedented 
crowd of over 6,000 fans 
attending the match. 

Mr. Ghandour told the press 
that the JBF had contemplated 
the idea of a rematch but both 
teams bad rejected the idea. 

JBF officials could -not be con- 
tacted Friday. 

Meanwhile informed JBF 
sources say that advertisers at the 
Sports Palace Court were con- 
templating the idea of not paying 
the JBF because their billboards 
were blocked by fans and their 
advertisements failed to appear 
on JTV! 


Courier, Edberg advance to final 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Defending champion Jim Courier 
and two-time title holder Stefan 
Edberg bludgeoned their way to 
straight set semifiaal victories Fri- 
day. setting up a repeat straight 
set semifinal victories Friday, set- 
ting up a repeat showdown at the 
Australian Open. 

Courier overcame determined 
but outgunned No. 14 seed 
Michael Stich. while Edberg rec- 
overed from a dismal start to 
defeat Pete Sampras. 

Top-seeded Courier, 22. seek- 
ing the fourth Grand Slam title of 
his career, beat the irritable Ger- 
man 7-6 (7-4). 64, 6-2 in just two 
hours and 16 minutes. 

After drop ting serve in the 
third game of the match. Courier 
was not broken again. 

Edberg, the No. 2 seed, fell 
behind 4-0 in the first set against 
No. 3 teed Sampras' bht then 
roared back to win 7-6 (7-5), 6-3, 
7-6 (7-3) against the American, 
who received treatment for shin 
splints during the match. 

“He let me off the hook a little 
bit and from then on I felt very 
comfortable,’' Edberg said. 

Sampras led 5-2 in the third set 
but wilted as Edberg turned up 
the heat. The American’s became 
increasingly erratic and he missed 
a number of simple volleys while 
the Swede kept his nerve. 

Edberg said he had recovered 
from a back injury which ham- 
pered him in his previous two 
matches. Asked bow the injury 
was, he replied: “Great." 

Edberg. 27, gained the 11th 
Grand Slam final of his career 
and is seeking his seventh title. 

Former U.S. Open champion 
Sampras said Ed berg’s experi- 
ence had proved crucial. 



Steffi Graf . thanks her. German 
fans for their support after., she 
defeated Araatxa-Sandba Vicario 

'“It seems that whenever he 
needs a big point he gets it. and I 
struggle," he said. “I’m pretty 
disappointed. I thought I was 
playing pretty well coming into 
today.” 

In last year's title match. 
Courier beat Edberg in four sets. 

“It was a good match for me. It 
wasn't easy," Courier said. “I'm 
playing better than average," he 
said. 

The only time Courier looked 
in trouble was when former 
Wimbledon champion Stich 
broke to lead 2-1. Courier broke 
back immediately, however, and 
from then on looked m com- 
mand. 

Edberg said he was an under- 
dog in the final but felt confident. 

“The last couple of days I’ve 
really felt like I'm hitting the ball 
well,” he said. “Jim’s playing on 


top of his game at the moment, 
but he's not unbeatable.” 

There was no women's singles 
action Friday. 

Grand Slam showdown, for 
Graf, Sdes 

The stage is set for the classic 
women’s final that everyone pre- 
dicted for the first Grand Slam 
event of the year. 

. But there’s a problem, neither 
world number one Monica Seles 
nor arch rival Steffi Graf believe 
they are playing according to the 
script. 

Despite results which show that 
both top seeds have blasted their 
opponents off the court on their 
way to Saturday's final, neither of 
the protagonists seem satisfied by 
their game. 

“Sort of Ok. not extraordinary. 
. nothing special,” Graf said after 
her straight sets victory in a high- 
quality semifinal against Spain's 
world number four Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario. 

“I have played some good solid 
tennis but I haven't played 
antying incredible,” 19-year-old 
Seles said after her 6-1, 6-1 anni- 
hilation of Argentina's number 
three seed Gabriels Sabatini in 
the other semifinal. 

The tennis' pundits and their 
opponents beg to differ. 

Teenager Jennifer Capriati, 
winner of the New South Wales 
Open earlier this month end hop- 
ing to break through for her first 
Grand Slam title this year, was in 
no doubt about Grafs form after 
her straight sets loss in the 
quarter-finals. 

“This is the first time I guess 
that I was playing well against her 
and she was consistent and play- 
ing great... she had an answer for 



Gabrieia Sabatini looks dejected 
after losing her — irh ■y" ic * 
Monica Seles 

everything," Capriati told repor- 
ters. 

Sabatini was equally in awe of 
Se'?s after her semifinal defeat. 

“She is playing very well... she 
is so focussed and she plays her 
best in each tournament, she is 
very tough,” Sabatini said. 

Tbe statistics show that the two 
women are streets ahead of their 
nearest rivals and with Graf de- 
priving Seles of the elusive Grand 
Slam in 1992 by taking last year's 
Wimbledon title, the Open final 
has an added edge. 

Seles is aiming for her hat-trick 
of Open wins and an incredible 
eighth Grand Slam title in under 
three years. 

Graf, winner of 11 Grand Slam 
titles and world number one for a 
record 186. weeks before Seles 
took her crown, will be tilting at 
her fourth Australian Open title. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 30, 1993 ; ■ 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation - 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: To- 
day gives an excellent chance to 
lend assistance to a co-worker that 
will be truly valuable and appreci- 
ated. If there is an elderly person 
around you. do inquire in person 
for you are sure tg find a gamine 
need to be addressed. 

AMES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The plan of action that you have 
decided upon today should be car- 
ried out without a hitch with suc- 
cess. tonight relax and build up 
your vitality. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
great day when you have tbe 
cleverness to put into motion a 
course of action whereby recrea- 
tions win be more satisfying in the 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is a day to invite those persons into 
your home and to entertain them 
in a distinguished fashi on so that 
you make good friends for the 
future. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 2l> A day to contact those 
usual allies with whom you have 
some interesting ideas for adding 
to your daily duties, making them 
more exciting. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Dis- 
cuss fajnily practical problems with 
members of your own dan and you 
can come to wise and sensible 
solutions that last for sometime .to 
come. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
.22) Look into the personal outlets 


that mean something special to you 
and go after them in a positive 
manner today and they -should be 
youre quickly. 

I rag A : (September 23 to October 
22) An excellent day lor you to 
think out and decide upon the 
confidential course of action you 
wish to pursue in order to gam 
private longings. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day for you lobe more 
gregarius for getting in touch with 
friends and acquaintances now will 
give you the chance to obtain some 
personal aim. - - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
to December 21) Get right into 
whatever vocational or other in- 
terests of an outside nature that 
face you and you find them able to 
be done in a satisfactory manner. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is your time to 
look beyond your present interests 
and into a course of action in the 
future whereby you can increase 
your wellbeing, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Devise a business c o m ae or 
one of a practical nature by which 
you will be able to handle whatever 
comes your way more easily in the 
future. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you have that day for 
which you have been writingwben 
you can have a frank and direct 
discussion with an associate and 
come to an understanding. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘Saturday was named after Satu, the 
ancient Greek god of sloppiness!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these fou- Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SYTUL 


VARBE i 


n 

□ 

□ 

□ 

_L 



DABINT 


ixn^ 



LOWLAF 


HOW the ZAP 
HORSE LOOKED 7 A& 
HE ATE HIS HAY. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterday s I Jw"* 3 *®* BEHTH SKIMP MEDLEY CLOUDY 

[ Answer People with comptonts of long standing— 

COMMUTERS 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Prepare eggs 
8 Monastery VIP 
11 Barry G&b, tor 


14 Aooanventoa to 
the place at 
departure 

15 “—the Wind” 

17 Sea dog 

18 Minor 


20 

21 Galena eta!. 

23 Amt span 
2* Miami's county 
2S Waistcoats 
Z7 Color 
28 Pierre ’s prep 


ZSini&Btion 

31 Least crude 

32 Nautical chain 

33 "Golden carte" 


34 Protect 
37 Reflexive 
pronoun 

41 Bird of prey 

42 Chart 

45 Ptoytul mammal 

48 Wee 

47 Obscures 

49 Tw o wh ooto d 


■ !!■■■■■ 

panun 

hjflH SMBi 

■■n aw 

■■■■a ai 
□■■■■a 
■ an 


mum 

nna 

i aaa 


anaaa 


5CGoW:5p. 
5i Concerne d 


DDE 

54SanFranctoco 
neighborhood 
56 Philosopher, 
Herbert — 

56 Pipe ‘collar 
59 A harness 
O'Connor 

80 Collections of 
Norse poema 

81 Artist's stand 

DOWN 

1 Visionary 

2 Males 
39korsky 
4 Allude 
5Wasthe Wrd 


aiian 


cn»TWw»MMSts 

eHUenepw 


7 Judge's place 

8 Thai coin 

9 Corrida cheer 

10 Outdoor area 

11 Safari porter 
T3 Electron tubes 
14 


15 Bird word 
19 Based 
22 Majestic 
24 Hereditary 
rulers 
28 Class 
28 Remain 
stationary in 
water 

30 Omega’s idn 

31 JEH was VIP 

34 — HBH U. 

35 — the dog 
(hangover 
remedy) 

38 Bad 
38 Good 



nnnnn nnnn 
nanin nnnon nnnn 

nnnnnnmn nnnn 

nrjn nnnn 

nnnnnn naonnnn 
ogon nnnnn nnn 

n f£,nnnnn nncin 
nnnnnon nnnnnn 
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LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major returned Friday from 
a four of India and the Guff that 
yielded valuable trade deals and 
showed a new commitment to 
look abroad to rescue Britain's 
floundering economy. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont told Conserva- 
tive members of parliament 
Thursday he intended to mimne 
fragile signs of recovery. Worse 
than expected trade figures 
Thursday showed the highest 
monthly deficit for 2‘A years in 
December. 


Arms deals worth hundreds of 
millions of pounds clinched in 
Oman and Saudi Arabia followed 
Mr. Major's five days in India 
with a delegation of 17 business- 
men drumming up new invest- 
ment and trade possibilities. 

‘‘Orders abroad mean jobs at 
home,” Mr. Major told reporters 
on his- plane. Each time a new 
deal was announced the number 
of people saved from joining the 
ranks of the unemployed was also 
given. Unemployment is nearing 
three million after a recession of 
more than two years. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0 .6& 5 

0.61 7 

Sterling Pound 

1.041*5 

1.045 7 

Dnusche Mark 

0.4326 

HXE3H 

Swiss Franc 

0.4692 

0.4715 

French Franc 

0.1276 

0. 1264 

Japanese Yen 

0.5514 

0.5542 

DtUrh Guilder 

0.3645 

msm 

Swedish Krona 

0.0964 


Italian Lira' 

0.0462' 

0.0464 

Belgian E-ranc 


0.02113 


Other Currencies 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira' 


Saudi kiyal 


Qatari Rijral 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riysii 


(JAR Dirham 


.One sterling i. 5040/50 

One ounce of gold 1330.75/331.05 


’'Cinema 


Tel: 677420 



Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 


BODYGUARD 

Shows; I2J0. 3:15. 6.W. 8:30. 10:30 
Free Car Parking 


: Tel: 675571 

NabO AS Mashini Theatre 


Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

Paosteraonium (Ta’a wa Qaimeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open ail day 


"Cinema Tel: 

PHILADELPHIA 


Danny Glover — in 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10 JO 

THE BUGS BUNNY 


Tel: 625155 

ahlan theatre 


Nabil & Hisham Theatre 

Daily presents at 8:30 p.m. (except Satur- 
days and Sundays). 

Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93” 

In a new form. 

Box office opens daily for booking and reservation. 


The biggest deal was reached in 
Riyadh where Saudi Arabia said 
if bad agreed to go ahead with a 
long-delayed purchase of 48 Tor- 
nado warplanes. 

British officials declined to put 
a value on the contract, part of 
the AI Yamama (dove) bilateral 
defence programme signed in 
1965 already worth about £10 
billion ($15.15 billion) in sales of 
British planes, ships and other 
equipment. 

Earlier Thursday, after talks 
with Sultan Qaboos at a remote 
desert camp, Mr. Major 
announced Oman was to buy 36 
Challenger-Ii tanks for £150 mil- 


lion (1227.3 million). 

During the India visit, which 
symbolised a more practical 
approach to the former colony 
after decades of nustmst, Mr. 
Major spoke of creating an 
“export-led recovery in Britain.” 

Two investment projects were 
announced — m gas distributions 
and power supplies — and one of 
the British businessmen, the 
chairman of Sun Life Assurance 
Society, Peter Grant, said he 
expected British companies to 
agree investment of £3 billion 
(MJS5 billion) to £4 billion (S6.06 
billion) in India in the next six 

months. 


Armenia raises key 
prices to tackle 
sudden power crisis 



YEREVAN (R) — The Arme- 
nian government struggling to 
cope with an energy crisis that has 
left the centre of (he capital Yere- 
van almost completely blacked 
out, announced sharp price rises 
Friday for gas and electricity. 

State radio said that from Mon- 
day electricity, now just 1.50 rou- 
bles (a quarter of a U.S. cent) per 
klovatt) would go up seven-and- 
a-haif times while cooking gas 
would rise tenfold from 10.5 rou- 
bles (two cents) per person per 
month to 150 (20 cents). 

Armenia, savaged by economic 
collapse and a bloody territorial 
dispute with Azerbaijan, has 
been almost without power since 
a key gas pipeline was Mown up 
last Saturday in neighbouring 
Georgia. 

In the centre of Yerevan only 
the post office had electric lights 
on. The metro and some buses 
were running but there were no 
trains or trolleybuses. 

Residents are currently res- 
tricted to an hour a day of elec- 


tricity on average in many re- 
sidential districts and tempera- 
tures in many homes and offices 
were below freezing. 

The streets of Yerevan were 
full of people walking to work, 
with few cars on the roads. 

However, Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze said 
Thursday that Armenia would 
start getting some gas Saturday 
through an emergency pipeline. 

Armenian Energy Minister 
Sepukh Tashyan confirmed this 
Friday. ‘Temporary repairs to 
the gas pipeline should be com- 
pleted today,” he said by tele- 
phone. 

State radio also announced 
price rises in other essential ser- 
vices, designed in part as a belated 
response to rouble inflation, 
which was at least 2,200 per cent 
in 1992. 

It said the cost of domestic 
water supplies would go up six- 
fold, telephone calls tenfold, 
heating two and a half-fold and 


beating 

rubbish 


collection fivefold. 


Iranian parliament sets 
foreign exchange budgets 


NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian 
parliament (Majlis) Friday allot- 
ted $850 million to defence and 
$2.4 billion to food and fuel 
imports in the budget for the year 
starting March 21. 

The Majlis also authorised the 
use of $2.6 billion in foreign 
credits for oil production and 
refining projects, Tehran radio 
said. 

The lawmakers, bokfing a rare 
session on die Muslim holiday to 
meet a Sunday budget deadline, 
approved a total of $3.8 billion in 
hard cash expenditures at a subsi- 
dised rate of about 70 riyak per 
dollar. 

They included $1.2 billion for 
fuel, $1.2 billion for wheat, meat, 
sugar, rice, cooking oil and 
cbeese, $850 million for defence, 
$452 million mainly for medicine 
and baby formula, and $80 mil- 
lion for Iranians studying in fore- 
ign universities, the radio said. 

AQ other transactions would 
use a floating rate, currently ab- 
out 1,500 riyab per dollar, as part 
of -a currency reform which 


amounts to a sharp devaluation of 
the riyal. 

The approved figures were lit- 
tle changed from those in the 
government draft budget which is 
based on total crude oil export 
revenue of about $17 billion. 

The Majlis authorises the 
National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC) to “create up to $2.6 
billion of commitments ... 
through contracts with reliable 
foreign companies” for building 
and expanding the Bandar Abbas 
oil refinery ami its lubricants unit 
and projects in five offshore oil 
fields in the Gulf. 

The radio listed the offshore 
projects as deve l opment of Bala! 
and Sirri fields and reconstruction 
and upgrading of Abuzar, 
Soroush and Bahregansar, which 
were damaged during the 1980-88 
Iran-lraq war. 

The Majlis required that the 
foreign companies should sub- 
contract at least 30 per cent of the 
hard currency portion of each 
project to Iranian firms, the radio 
said. 


Consists of three bedrooms, dining, two salons, 
veranda, kitchen, three bathrooms, and tele- 
phone. 

If interested, please call tel. 823901 


Semi-Villa For Rent 

American style semi-villa consisting of salon, dining room, 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, garden, garage, 
separate central heating. 

Location: Um Uthaina. 

For Inf or m ati on, plonto cod Khatod Abu AI Hum Eat 

Tel. 651057 or P.O.Box 2634 


For Rent 

First floor of 240m 2 . rtewfy furnished, in a 2 floor private building, 
located in a prime residential area, between the 4th & 5th 
Circles, 47 Zahran St., near thcnSuests Palace, Jabal Amman. 
Overlooks a large and delightful private garden. Comprises a 
large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, 
laundry with fuOy automatic W.M., fully equipped kitchen with 
private and deep freezer, central heating. T V., video, telephone 
& car park. 

Tel. tssam 687825 


Get a taste 
for life ! 


Wear your 
birthstone 
Unique designs in 
18 & 21 K. gold 

A Dajani Jewellers 
Amra Hotel, 

Amman 


Greenspan 

endorses 

Clinton’s 

deficit 

reduction 

goals 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al Reserve (Fed) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan endorsed President 
Clinton's deficit reduction goats 
Thursday and said long-term in- 
terest rates would fall dramatical- 
ly if they were met. 

After a White House meeting 
with Mr. Clinton, Mr. Greenspan 
told the Senate Budget Commit- 
tee that the new administration's 
programme, which Mr. Clinton 
will unveil on Feb. 17, appeared 
to be in line with changes the Fed 
believes are necessary to cope 
with the economy's problems. 

Mr. Greenspan said the Fed's 
target for the economy “does not 
differ from the goal the new 
president is carrying forward in 
his programme.” 

He said that if financial mar- 
kets perceive that the combina- 
tion of tax increases and spending 
cuts needed to reduce the deficit 
were credible then it would result 
in an immediate drop in long- 
term interest rates. 

He said the resulting decline in 
home mortgage rates and corpo- 
rate financing costs would stimu- 
late the economy far more than 
any short-term programme Con- 
gress could enact. 

“If the markets perceive that 
this issue (the deficit) is being 
addressed, we could get a very 
dramatic decline in long-term 
rates,” Mr. Greenspan told sena- 
tors. 

The new administration had 
been actively seeking Mr. 
Greenspan’s endorsement of its 
programme of modest economic 
stimulus this year followed by tax 
increases and spending decreases 
to cut tire deficit by $145 billion 
by 1996. The deficit is expected to 
hit a record $327 billion this year. 

Specifically asked how much 
the deficit should be cut. Mr. 
Greenspan said that the $145 
billion goal mentioned by Mr. 
Clinton was not “off base” for a 
figure the markets would consid- 
er credible. 

He said more important than 
the specific dollar amount of de- 
ficit cuts was the need to “hard- 
wire” the savings by changing 
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Alan Greenspan 

Jaws to ensure the deficit cuts 
were realised. 

The new administration, seek- 
ing to engender a new spirit of 
coopcrafion with the Fed. invited 
Mr. Grcen:.pau to the White 
House Thursday for a meeting 
with the president and his top 
economic team. 

Referring to thousands of new 
layoffs announced this week by 
some of America's biggest com- 
panies. Mr. C-inton said, there is 
also a lor of troubling news about 
jobs. We’ve got a lot of work to 
do." 

Mr. Clinton had his top econo- 
mic adviser?, jticnd the session, 
including Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentjcn. Budget Director 
Leon Paner.a and Robert Rubin, 
head of ?.ir. Clinton's new 


National 


.ouncil. (he 


White Houm' group that is sup- 
posed to coordinate administra- 
tion economic policies. 

Mr. Clinton is scheduled to 
unveil both his short-term stimu- 
lus package and his long-term 
plan for cutting (he deficit during 
a ioint sevion of Congress on 
Feb. 17. 

Mr. Greenspan also said 
Thursday he believes '.he long- 
awaited economic recovery is 
gaining strength, but he warned 
of a number of still dangerous 
“head winds" that are holding 
activity b;*ck. 

:r. testimony. Mr. 

Greenspan citeo good news in the 
past six months' that economic 
activity v. a . picking up speed 
while ir.fjta'-a was remaining 
well unties control. 

But he listed a host of problems 
still besetting the nation from 
weak real estate prices and cut- 
backs in military spending to slug- 
gish job growth. 

Mr. Greenspan's appearance 
before the Congressional Joint 
Economic Committee marked his 
first congressional testimony in 
six months. It came at a time 
when Democrats arc putting 
heavy pressure on the central 
bank to keep interest rates low so 
as not to sabotage President Clin- 
ton's economic programme. 


FOR REEMT 

A furnished ground floor apartment, located in Um 
Uthaina - East of Amra Hotel. The apartment consists of 2 
bedrooms, living room, guest room, kitchen, bathroom 
and a veranda, with central heating and a telephone. The 
apartment is with a private entrance ana a garden. 
Annual rent for JD 6,000. 

for Information, call 623725 from 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
and 811068 after 7 jxm. 


FLAT FOR BENTT 

7th Circle, near Royal Automobile Club — 200m’ — 3 
bedrooms, lounge and dining area — 2 bathrooms and 
large kitchen, equipped with deluxe cupboards, separate 
heating. 

Telephone: 821220 


PARTNER RECaUEaSD 

Business manager has more than 15 years experience in 
personnel management and administration with international 
companies willing to cooperate with owner cl a lac lory/ 
company, to provide management to enhance the wort*: efficient- 
ly, Work relations should lead to a joint venture agreement. 
No salary is required. Contribution io buy shares will be 
considered if deem necessary. 

Please contact 82 S 014 or write to: 

P.O.Box 830716 Zahran. 


BTAfLEAK EKSHSASSV 




ANMOUWCE 

The starting of Italian language classes for foreigners 
(level 1 and 2) on Saturday. February 5;h. 1993 
45 hours, 3 times per week from 6 30 to 8 00 p.m at the 
Terra Sancta College. Jabal Al Lwbdeih 

For information and registration please csH the 
Terra Sancta College (Ph. 622365; from 5.GG to 7.00 
p.m. or the Cultural Section of the Italian Embas- 
sy (Ph. 638185). 



PRIVATE LESSORS 

(ITALIAN - FEEKJS&S - EESffiLlSBBB 

A teacher is ready to give private lessons 
in the above languages 
(Beginners & advanced levels) 

In addition to conversation lessons 

Those interested call- 


before 5 p.m. 
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Clinton moves to lift ban 
on gays in the military 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Friday moved to 
- lift a 50-year ban on homosexuals 
in the military after encountering 
intense controversy in Congress 
and the Defence Department. 

Mr. Clinton directed that an 
executive order reversing the ban 
;be prepared by July 15 and that 
military recuiters suspend asking 
applicants about their sexual 
orientation. 

He also suspended the dis- 
charge of homosexuals from the 
military, solely because of their 
sexual orientation, until he has 
reviewed the current policy. 

He said Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin would prepare the draft 
order formally by July 15. 

Acknowledging the con- 
troversy, Mr. Clinton conceded 
his plan was not everything he 
originally had hoped for. But he 
called his plan a “step in the right 
direction." 

He added, “the issue is 
whether men and women who 
can and have served with real 
distinction should be excluded 


from military service solely on the 
basis of their status. 

“And I believe they should 
not,” be said. 

In his remarks — his first ques- 
tion and answer session with re- 
porters since taking office — Mr. 
Cl inton acknowledged that the 
controversial issue had seemed to 
crowd out other issues of import- 
ance to Americans, such as health 
and economic policy. 

Mr. Clinton spoke after several 
days of private negotiations with 
Senate Democrats in an effort to 
form a united front against an 
expected Republican bid to keep 
the ban in force. 

The Clinton administration had 
said the president planned to 
make an announcement two days 
ago on gays in uniform, but 
opposition from the U.S. military 
command and congressional lead- 
ers forced him to delay and seek 
compromise. 

He made his announcement a 
day after a federal judge In Cali- 
fornia ruled the ban unconstitu- 
tional. The ruling by U.S. District 


Judge Terry Hatter on Thursday 
applies only within portions of 
California, but the White House 
said in advance of Mr. Clinton's 
comment that an appeal was un- 
likely. 

Military officials described the 
action as the most profound so- 
cial change in the military since 
the armed forces were racially 
integrated in the 1950s. Mr. Clin- 
ton met earlier in the week with 
General Colin Powell, and the 
rest of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
hear their concerns about his 
determination to end the ban. 

The presidency outlined 
numerous steps to be taken over 
the next several months as the 
ramifications of his policy are 
studied. But he made clear his 
overall goal of ending the practice 
of excluding homosexuals from 
the military. 

“I think this is a dramatic step 
forward. Normally in the history 
of civil rights advancements, 
presidents have not been in the 
forefront,” he said. 

For his part. Sen. Sam Nunn, 


chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, pledged 
thorough bearings in Congress 
that will air the volatile issue of 
homosexuality in the military. 

‘Mr. Clinton said the court's 
ruling strengthened his hand by 
both supporting the principle that 
he bad endorsed and by making it 
possible to put the principle into 
practice. 

Meanwhile, not since the flag- 
burning issue a few years ago 
have veterans been as united as 
they are now against president 
Ointoiv 

“Our phones have been ringing 
off the hooks,” said Chuck Jack- 
son, executive vice president of 
the Non-Commissioned Officers 
Association. “We tell them, 
‘don’t call us. call your repre- 
sentatives.” 

Mr. Jackson said it has been 
more than a decade since the 
160,000-member non- 
commissioned officers group has 
received so many calls and letters 
on an issue. 


Shooting continues in Zaire capital 
after French envoy killed in riots 


KINSHASA (R) — Sporadic 
gunfire broke the silence in the 
Zairean capital Kinshasa Friday 
and most residents stayed home 
after a night of rioting by soldiers. 

French Ambassador Philippe 
Bernard and at least two other 
civilians were shot dead Thursday 
but no official death toll was 
available. 

Diplomats said Mr. Bernard 
was killed in his city-centre office, 
apparently by a stray ballet. A 
Zairean secretary at the embassy 
and a French oil-worker also died 
in- the violence, they said. 

Witnesses said troops from 
President Mobutu Sese Seko's 
elite Presidential Guard also shot 
dead rampaging soldiers and civi- 
lian looters. 

France is preparing to evacuate 
its nationals from Zaire and a 
French official in Paris said a 
French army battalion was going 
to the Congolese capital Brazza- 
ville, across the Congo River 
from Kinshasa. 

The soldiers rioted in anger at 
receiving their pay in new five 
million Zaire banknotes, worth 
about S2. 

Mr. Mobutu introduced the 
notes but Prime Minister Etienne 
Tshisekedi has dismissed them as 
worthless and inflationary. 

Disgruntled troops last month 
repeatedly stormed through Zai- 
rean - towns and diies. looting 
homes and businesses, destroying 


property and killing civilians who 
got in their way. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes said in a radio interview 
Thursday that the latest outbreak 
reminded him of September 
1991, when soldiers led a massive 
looting spree that left the coun- 
try’s economy in ruins. 

At least 250 people died in the 
turmoil in 1991 and Belgium, the 
former colonial power in Zaire, 
sent about 1,000 troops to help 
evacuate foreigners. 

French soldiers also joined the 
1991 operation. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said there were currently about 
1,000 French nationals and 3,000 
Belgians in Zaire. 

Portugal's Defence Ministry 
said it had two planes standing by 
to evacuate its nationals, esti- 
mated at only a few hundred. 

The row over Zaire's currency 
is part of a power struggle be- 
tween Mr. Mobutu, striving to 
ding to as many of his presiden- 
tial powers as possible, and Mr. 
Tshekedi, seeking to lead Zaire 
to multi-party democracy. 

Opposition to Mr. Mobutu has 
been mounting but a campaign of 
dvit disobedience and mass pro- 
test planned for last week fizzled 
out after a few days. 

French Defence Minister Pier- 
re Joxe said Friday France's 
ambassador to Zaire was killed 
deliberately by ( a burst of 
machinegun fire ami France may 


send in troops to protect its 
nationals. 

“It was not a stray bullet as the 
first agency reports said.” Mr. 
Joxe told a news conference, 
commenting on the death of 
Ambassador Bernard. 

“It was a burst of automatic 
weapons fire directed at the 
building (where he was) which 
brought about his death and that 
of a Zairean employee of the 
French embassy," said Mr. Joxe. 
who is on a two-day visit to 
Portugal. 

Asked whether France would 
intervene ' militarily to restore 
order in Zaire or evacuate French 
nationals from the central Afri- 
can country, Mr. Joxe said: 

“Since this morning certain 
measures have been studied and 
Che first arrangements have been 
made to protect and if necessary 
evacuate French citizens and 
those of friendly countries who 
may be threatened in Kinshasa, 
as bas happened in the past." 

Pressed to clarify whether 
France would actually send 
troops to Zaire, as it has done 
several times in the past, Mr. 
Joxe replied: “It is possible.” 

Portuguese Defence Minister 
Fernando Nogueira said the Por- 
tuguese Air Force had two C-130 
Hercules transport planes stand- 
ing by to fly to Zaire to evacuate 
several hundred Portuguese resi- 
dents if necessary. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


| Troops to fight crime in Moscow 

’MOSCOW (R) — Moscow city authorities arc calling in 
paratroops to help police patrol the streets of Moscow and curb 
the city's rising crime rate, the Russian Defence Ministry said 
. Friday. A ministry spokesman said the city had promised an extra 
. 300.000 square metres (3.2 million square feet) of living space to 
the armed forces in return for their help. The army is in desperate 
need of flats for soldiers returning from former Soviet republics 
and Eastern Europe. The move was decided at a meeting of 
security officials Thursday. As well as escorting police in regular 
patrols, especially at night, they would take part in some police 
raids. “They will not be conscripts but experienced soldiers, 
paratroops, and they will carry sidearms,” the spokesman said. 

Avalanches kill 23 in Russia, Georgia 

! VLADIKAVKAZ. Russia (AP) — A series of avalanches in 
southern Russia and neighbouring Georgia killed least 23 
people, officials said Friday, and more may be buried under 
tonnes of melting snow and rock. The dead included 18 people 
aboard a passenger bus and two Russian soldiers on guard at the 
entrance to a tunnel along the 20-kilometre stretch of the 
Trans-Caucasian Highway in the North Ossetia region of Russia 
buried by a series of avalanches. The Moscow-based Committee 
for Emergency Situations said a third soldier from the same guard 
unit was hospitalised. Rescue teams trying to clear the highway 
Friday were expected to find more vehicles under the snow, said 
Arkady Tabolov. deputy prime minister of North Ossetia. The 
civil defence chief in North Ossetia, Col. Yuri Megrei, said 
rescuers were working feverishly to reach the buried there. 

The bomb blast wrecks Nice restaurant 

NICE, France (API — A restaurant was severely damaged early 
Friday by an explosion, the 11th unsolved blast in this rivicra city 
in three weeks. Authorities said no one was injured in the 1:30 
a.m. blast, caused by what police described as a well-designed 
bomb with about 300 grammes of explosives. Targets of the 
previous explosions have included shops, snack bars and govern- 
ment buildings. Police say they arc not sure of the motive for the 
attacks. Possibilities suggested by the local press include an 
organised-crime protection racket and an offensive by Corsican 
separatists. A contingent of 15U members of the National Riot 
Police was deployed in Nice two weeks ago in response to the 
bombings. 

Experts stop oil flow from tanker 

SINGAPORE (AP) — The flow of crude oil from a crippled 
'Danish supertanker was stopped Friday, the owners of the ship 
announced. A crack in tank No. 4 on the left side vessel was 
patched, said a statement from the A.P. Moller Co. “Remaining 
pollution around the vessel will be dealt with by spraying 
dispersing materials," the company said. A few tonnes of oil an 
1 hour had been flowing into the sea from the Maersk Navigator, 
which collided with another tanker about 3 a.m. on Jan. 21. More 
than 25.000 tonnes of oil is estimated to have poured through 
, holes in the ship's port side, most of which burned or evaporated 
or is dissipating. 


Ecologists 
soar in 
French 
opinion 
polls 

PARIS (R) — France's environ- 
mentalists have caught up with 
the ruling Socialist Party in public 
support but will gamer far fewer 
seats in March's parliamentary 
elections because of the electoral 
system, two new opinion polls 
show. 

A CSA poll published Thurs- 
day put support for the United 
Ecologist List, a relative new- 
comer in French politics, at 19 
per cent compared with 17 per 
cent for the embattled Socialists. 
A BVA poll for Paris-Match 
magazine published Wednesday 
also showed the Ecologists on 19 
per cent but prut the Socialists 
marginally ahead with 19.5. 

The main opposition centre- 
right, widely forecast to win the 
elections, commands about 40 
per cent of the vote. 

Both surveys indicated a surge 
in support for the two main en- 
vironmentalist parties, Genera- 
tion Ecologie and Les Verts, 
whose rise has mirrored the 
Socialists' spectacular fall after 11 
years' domination of French poli- 
tics. 

But the environmentalists are 
likely to be penalised by France's 
twin-ballot constituency voting 
system because their support is 
spread too evenly around the 
country. 

The CSA poll estimated the 
two parties would win a total of 
seven seats in the 577-seat 
National Assembly, compared 
with 110 for the Socialists and 
associated groups. 

BVA political director Pierre 
Giacometti said the scale of a 
conservative victory would de- 
pend on whether the Ecologists 
and tiie Socialists agreed on a 
mutual support pact on the 
second ballot. 


Angolans, 
UNITA 
locked in 
talks on ■ 
conflict 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Talks 
between the Angolan govero- 
betweea the Angolan government and 
(UNITA) rebels moved up a gear 
Friday and were now firmly fo- 
cused on the key issues threaten- 
ing the country with renewed dvit 
war, a UNITA spokesman said. 

“We have begun tackling the 
issues that confront our country 
with the seriousness they de- 
serve,” Marcos Samondo, UN- 
IT A’ s envoy to the United Na- 
tions, told Reuters. 

Mr. Samondo said the negotia- 
tions were going well and raking 
in a friendly and constructive 
atmosphere. He gave no other 
details. 

“Both delegations were coop- 
erative and there were no major 
problems which were not re- 
solved,”. Mr. Samondo said. 

He added consultative meet- 
ings between bis delegation and 
the government in the last two 
days liad previously concentrated 
on preparing an acceptable agen- 
da for the talks. 

A four-point agenda drawn up 
for discussion includes the res- 
tructuring of a now-defunct ceas- 
efire, the conclusion of peace 
agreements already under nego- 
tiation, the role of the U.N. in 
bringing about peace, and the 
freeing of prisoners of war. 

A government spokesman and 
Mr. Samondo said the delega- 
tions would split into two sub- 
committees to deal separately 
with the main political and milit- 
ary differences. 

The political committee will 
address itself to points related to 
the fulfilment of the peace accord 
while the military team will dis- 
cuss an immediate ceasefire and 
the related security situation in 
the war-devastated country. 

Margaret Anstee, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
U's special envoy for Angola, is 
chairing the talks which are being 
held under a virtual news black- 
out and tight security. 


ON GUARD: A Croatian guardsman observes 
the firoutflne in the village of Skabrjua Thursday. 
The village which was seized by Serb forces 


Wednesday was recaptured by Croat forces Fri- 
day (AFP photo) 


De Klerk cracks down on violence 


CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
F.W. De Klerk announced Friday 
a sweeping security crackdown in 
South Africa, but warned whites 
frightened by soaring crime that 
democracy was the only alterna- 
tive to “devastating war.” 

Opening the 1993 session of the 
white-dominated parliament, Mr. 
De Klerk said he was optimistic 
multi-party democracy talks 
which broke down last May could 
resume in March. 

“The simple truth is that a 
devastating war will ensue if 
negotiation does not succeed," 
Mr. De Klerk told white, col- 
oured (mixed race) and Indian 
legislators in the parliament that 
still excludes the five-to-one 
Made majority. 

He said the successful resump- 
tion of multi-party negotiations in 
March could bolster his Novem- 
ber timetable for agreement on a 
transitional government by 
September and die first all-race 
elections early in 1994. 

Mr. De Klerk announced a 
series of measures to further dis- 
mantle the apartheid system in- 
vented by his ruling National 
Party in 1948 and to contain 
crime and violence in which 
19,000 people died last year. 

He said segregated health and 
agriculture ministries and scores 
of racially-defined local govern- 
ments would be merged on April 
1 and the country's race-based 


education system, a cornerstone 
of apartheid, would be largely 
integrated by March 31 next year. 

“While moving away from the 
racial basis of education, diffe- 
rentiated education based on re- 
ligious and .cultural values.. .will 
remain a right for those who 
desire it,” Mr. De Klerk said. 

He said the administration of 
housing and welfare, which is 
available to different races at 
varied levels, would remain 
segregated,” for the time being.” 

Constitutional Development 
Minister Roelf Meyer, who beads 
die government team in prepara- 
tion for democracy talks, said the 
cabinet had not decided the fate 
of civil servants who could be 
made redundant by the rationa- 
lisation. 

Mr. De Klerk said he would 
publish a proposal within days for 
a bill of rights and would launch a 
national campaign to inform 
South Africans about the “pur- 
pose and functions of human 
rights.” 

Justice Minister Kotxe Coetsee 
told reporters at a briefing that 
parliament would be consulted on 
the principle of a bill of rights and 
parties outside of parliament, in- 
cluding the ANC, would be con- 
sulted on die content. 

Urging leaders of the waning 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and lnkatha. Freedom 
Party to stop blaming others for 


their bloody conflict, Mr. De 
Klerk said: “Crime and violence- 
...more than anything else, hangs 
tike a dark doud over our land.” 

In a bid to halt the spiral of 
criminal and political violence 
that killed one in every 2,000 
South Africans last year, he 
announced: 

— A minimum sentence of five 
years in jail for the illegal posses- 
sion of an automatic weapon. 

— A national network of com- 
munity groups trained and, in 
some cases armed, to help police 
fight crime.' 

— Speedier trials and tougher 
sentences inducting life imprison- 
ment for people accused of se- 
rious crimes including violence. 

— The posable reintroduction 
of the death penalty, which was 
suspended when Mr. De Klerk 
came to power in 1989. 

— Financial and security sup- 
port for farmers who have borne 
the brunt recently of attacks from 
impoverished black homelands. 

Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel said the government 
would try to draw the ANCTs 
controversial self-defence units, 
which include former guerrillas, 
into a system of civilian crime 
prevention managed by the 
police. 

He said township anti-crime 
groups would be offered training 
and, in some cricumstances, 
weapons to fight violence. 


Major, woman caterer sue for libel 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major has launched rare 
libel proceedings against * two 
British magazines that repeated 
rumours he had an extra-marital 
affair. 

The won. the arti- 

cles, Clare «.■*••. r, also 
announced through lawyers that 
she would sue New Statesman 
and Society =- ! satirical 
magazine Scallywag an., distribu- 
tors. 

It was believed to be the first 
libel action by a serving prime 
minister since then Labour Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson' sued a 
pop group over a record promo- 
tion in 1967. 

In statements from their re- 
spective lawyers Mr. Major and 
Ms. Latimer announced the 
writs, making dear they want to 
end once and for all the long- 
running but unsubstantiated 
rumours. 

Steve Platt, editor of the New 
Statesman, said the magazine had 
no intention of libelling Mr. Ma- 
jor and would contest the action 
vigorously. He said it was a story 
about press coverage of rumours 
and nimour-mongering. 

Other publications have hinted 


at the rumours about Mr. Major, 
49, and the woman but the New 
Statesman article was the first to 
put all the elements of the story 
together. 

“Our story is about the story 
behind the story, the anatomy of 
a rumour," Mr. Platt said. “Our 
piece was not about whether or 
not he was having an affair. We 
say no one has produced a shred 
of evidence to say that be is.” 

Comag, the distributor of the 
New Statesman, said it had yet to 
receive writs and had made no 
decision about whether to with- 
draw the magazine which sold out 
quickly in the Westminster gov- 
ernment district Thursday. 

Leading newsagent groups WH 
Smith and John Menzies said they 
were withdrawing the issue. 

Mr. Major's Downing Street 
office has confirmed that Mr. 
Major and Ms. Latimer know 
each other but says there is no 
truth in suggestions they have had 
an “association. ” Her business 
caters for Downing Street and 
other government functions. 

Lawyers for Mr. Major swung 
into action overnight while he 
was on his last stop of a tour of 
India. 


The New Statesman story 
quoted Ms. Latimer as saying: 
‘Tm sony but I can't talk to 
anyone about it. The whole thing 
is just ridiculous because it is 
totally untrue...” 

Politicians denounced publica- 
tion of the rumours, published 
when the British press is under 
fire over alleged intrusion into 
the privacy of the royal family 
and others. 

Leading conservative politician 
Sir Marcus Fox said he hoped Mr. 
Major would go all the way in the 
case. “I look forward to him 
getting substantial damages.” 

The affaif could prove a fatal 
blow to the struggling left-leaning 
New Statesman magazine which 
celebrates its 80th anniversary 
this year. 

Its circulation has shrunk to 
22,000 — a quarter of its peak — 
and the Major article was the 
cover story of a relaunch being 
celebrated with a party at parlia- 
ment Thursday night. 

Scallywag, a satirical maga- 
zine, was unrepentant. 

"We are defiant," said editor 
Simon Regan. “We will answer 
any writ we get. If Mr. Major 
wishes to go into the witness box 
to defend himself I will cross 
examine him personally." 


Yeltsin wants closer ties with India, China 


NEW DELHI (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin urged In- 
dia Friday to move closer to 
China, as Moscow is doing, to 
transform the world's three big- 
gest countries into a powerful 
force for global stability. 

“Mutual trust, good neigh-, 
bouriiness, in a purely peaceful 
form, of the three largest nations 
in the world could become a 
stabilising factor not just in Asia 
but worldwide,’* Mr. Yeltsin told 
parliament on the last of three 
days in New Delhi. 

Since the late 1980s, India and 
China have started to warm up 
their long-chilly relationship. 
One of India's main concerns in 
forging a close friendship with the 
Soviet Union in the 1970s was 
protection against its mighty 
neighbour, which it fought a bor- 
der war in 1962. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who says ideology 
is being erased from post-Soviet 
Russian policy, improved his own 
country's relations with Peking 
during a state visit last Decem- 
ber. He suggested a trouble- 
shooting centre be set up in one 
of the three states. 

“In the past few years there has 
been a shift in relations between 
India and China. The inertia of 
decades of distrust is being over- 
come. Russia applauds this, espe- 
cially as for 35 years we did not 
have trust,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin has stressed 


throughout his visit that he is 
pursuing a new policy where 
“axes, triangles, polygons and 
blocs" of the cold war no longer 
exist. 

Apparently trying to appease 
hardliners at home, who are cri- 
tical of his friendships with for- 
mer ideological foes in the West.- 
he says Russia is now turning its 
gaze to the east. 

He told silent members of par- 
liament he intended to improve 
Russia’s ties with all Asian coun- 
tries, including India’s arch-foe 
Pakistan. But he stressed that. 
Russia supported India's case in a 
dispute with Pakistan over di- 
vided Kashmir. 

He ventured on to sensitive 
ground with an offer to "assist 
India and Pakistan in any way 
that would be admissible” 1 in 
sorting out a host of differences. 
India is one of Russia's biggest 
arms clients. 

But he drew applause when he 
added that Russia did not intend 
to offer any military aid to Pakis- 
tan, a close U.S. ally since cold ' 
war days. ^ 

As well as a friendship treaty 
signed Thursday, Mr. Yeltsin said 
the two sides had signed a new 
defence agreement guaranteeing 
India conventional military im- 
ports, whose supply has been 
erratic since the Soviet collapse in 
late 1991. 


Russia, closing down many of 
its own weapons factories, has 
promised to set up joint ventures 
and build one or two factories in 
India to transfer technology and 
ensure supplies. 

Mr. Yeltsin later told a news 
conference no new oil pact had 
been signed to guarantee much- 
needed shipments from Russia. 
India, which used to get up to six 
million tonnes a year from Mos- 
■cow, received just over a million 
tonnes in 1992. 

Much of the ofl Moscow sent to 
India was reimported from Iraq. 
Since international trade embar- 
goes were imposed on Baghdad, 
Moscow has been unable to make 
up the shortfall . 

Mr. Yeltsin skated over discus- 
sion of a deal he triumphantly 
announced Thursday — the set- 
tlement of a long dispute about 
India’s debt to Moscow, which 
has soured commercial relations 
and forced trade last year down 
to half its 1991 level. 

Foreign Ministry officials said 
late Thursday that differences of 
opinion had emerged after Mr. 
Yeltsin had announced the deal 
was clinched. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he and Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
bad spent four hours Thursday 
moving towards compromise on 
problems damaging two econo- 
mies moving towards liberalisa- 


tion. 

“We got that compromise and 
we cot that knot,” he said. “We 
finally Removed all barriers in our 
way, including that of mutual 
repayments. But I am not going 
to dte figures as I don’t want any 
other countries to take advan- 
tage.” 

The dispute centred on how 
much India owed for credits from 
the ex-Soviet Union. Russia said 
the amount was S16 billion, mea- 
sured at a 1978 rouble-rupee ex- 
change rate fixed when the rouble 
was worth over 500 times more 
than now. 

India wanted Russia to write 
off 60 per cent of the debt in 
compensation for the rouble foil, 
but Russia stuck at 30. 

A Russian spokesman said 
Thursday the new rate for calcu- 
lating the debt would be fixed at 
about 20 rupees to a rouble, 
against a fixed 31 in 1978. Repay- 
ments of one-third of the debt 
would be stretched out over 45 
years. 

India’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the deal would 
cut his country's debt by almost a 
third. 

Still at issue. Foreign Ministry 
sources said late Thursday, was 
whether India would get Russian 
agreement on its demand to pay 
zero interest on the last third of 
the debt. 


S. Korea saves 

700-year-old 
‘howling’ 
ginko tree 

SEOUL (R) — A two-year res- 
cue plan to save a 700-year-old 
“howling” ginko tree from 
drowning looks to have paid off, 
South Korean newspapers said. 
According to folklore, the tree 
inexplicably howls at times of 
national disaster — it apparently 
did so when Japan invaded in 
1592 and when the Korean War 
broke out in 1950. Many feared 
the construction of a nearby dam 
spelt the end for the 37-metre 
(120-foot) tall ginko, designated 
by the government as Natural 
Monument Number 175 and 
known as “the tree of spirit.” As 
waters from the Imha Dam near 
Artdong, 190 kilometres east of 
S<roul, gradually submerged the 
village where the tree stood, a 
local company took up the chal- 
lenge. Workmen using hydraulic 
jacks have spent the past two 
years carefully levering up the 
tree and shoring up the roots with 
earth, creating a man-made is- 
land. The roots have held up and 
workers are confident the tree, 
which now stands 16 metres 
above the waves, will survive, the 
Korea Herald newspaper said. 

Spanish music TV 
network planned 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — MTV 
networks said it will create a 
24-hour Spanish- language MTV 
music television, to be distributed 
in the United States and Latin 
America. MTV Latin America is 
to be launched in October and 
will be targeted at viewers aged 
12 to 34. The mus video net- 
work will be distributed in Mex- 
ico, the Caribbean, Central 
America. South America, exclud- 
ing Brazil, and the United States. 
The new service will be the sixth 
global network owned by MTV, a 
division of Viacom International 
Inc. The others are MTV 
Europe, MTV Brazil, MTV Au- 
stralia, MTV Japan and MTV 
Asiar. 'MTV Larin America will 
feature English-language pop and 
Latin music, local and regional 
production, music and entertain- 
ment news, artist interviews, con- 
cert coverage and specials pre- 
sented by video jockeys from all 
over Latin America. 

Love-struck 
Japanese are saying 
it with rice 

TOKYO (AP) — Roses are red. " 
violets are blue, rice is sticky and - 
tastes nice with seaweed... The 
slogan may need s6me work, but 
an agricultural cooperative in 
northern Japan is sure it has come 
up with a winner of a Valentine's 
Day gift in a kind of rice called 
‘love at first sight.' The coopera- 
tive has shipped 30,000 special 
grit-size packages of the rice to 
stores, where they will be sold 
next to chocolates and other 
more conventional symbols of 
affection. The set includes 200 
grams (7 ounces) of pre -steamed 
rice and a packet of “furikake" — 
a favourite Japanese rice topping 
made of ground seaweed and fish 
flakes — that has been Messed by 
a Shinto priest to enhance its 
aphrodisiac powers. The pack- 


go on sale on Feb. 1 for 300 
yen ($2.40) each. Unlike in the 
West, in Japan it is women who 
offer gifts, usually chocolates, to 
men on Valentine’s Day. Men 
reciprocate a month later on 
“White Day." In the past. 
Japanese stores have been graced 
with a number of novelty Valen- 
tine's Day and White Day gift 
items, including edible under- 
wear, chocolates for dogs and a 
bra (hat plays Mozart when a 
button in the middle is pushed. 
This variety of rice has become 
wildly popular since it was de- 
veloped two years ago. The de^ 
veiopers of the rice came up with . 
the idea to market it as a Valen- 
tine’s Day gift later. 

Scientists make 
tiniest drinking 
straws 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese scien- 
tists say they have shown that a = 
new kind of tiny carbon tube can 
suck up molten metal like ■ a 
drinking straw, possibly showing 
a way to cast the finest of fine 
electrical wiring. The so-called 
“carbon nanotubes” are 10 to 20 
Angstroms in diameter (10 biHion 
Angstroms make one metre) and. 
consist of hexagonal lattices of 
carbon atoms arranged spirally to 7 
form a cylinder. The tubes are ; 
■wnally sealed at the ends, buT 
scientists here managed to gety 
mem to suck op lead, said Sontio 
Imma of NBC Corp’a Fnh--' 
damental Research Laboratories 
who presented the results in the 
Jan. 28 edition of the magazine 
Nature. 




